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A report of the preliminury exumination made of
the ~dams«Rice pldcer property situated nine miles northwest

uf Yerington, Y“evada,

SUKNARY 2

The computed evernge value of 114,3%0 yards of
alluvium available to exploitotion is thirty-eight ($0,38)
cents per cubiec yurd, This vslue 1s based upon Lhe recovered
gold from! fourteer ssmples uveraging one-third yurd of glluvium
in plece, The gold value 1s tsken from refined woights as
determined by the Union fssay Office, S8ult Lake City, Utan,

The consérvative estimate of yardage available 1g
prompted.by. bha. Lagt Libet the pxy‘ﬂtpe»k or bed-rock gutters
are Yory narrow and @auplly up;nned»by the three foot drifts
gomnon on the property,.

Assuming proporcionully more volume per lenghh
of gulch will not msterlally alter the avorsage vamlue of this
deposit,

The following estimiuted yardage and comput«d
gold value 1s given for the proven channels
Survey 8tation. Sample No,

S=b 11,000yd4s , 480,88 3
30,800 ® 0,32 36 4ubebaT=ld
10,370 ¢ 0.5158 58 Bel=li

62,200 50,381 : 14-15-16

114,370

per euble yard
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Considered as low grude placer thie propcrty must
be worked by large scsle low gost operation to be profitable.
This type operation 1s not warrgnted by the probable gravel
within the boundary of the Adsms-Rice claims which doeé not

exceed £00,000 yards, This yardage would yield & gross value

of only*VV,éoc, which 183 not sufficient to provide profit and

amortize the necessary equipment,

The two disassoclated attempts to operate this
property have reduced the originel yardage by approximately
111,000 ysrds,

Additionsl obstacles are presented in the fact
thet considerable stripped overburden und tnils now reast on
the portions of the channel,

Water for washing thié deposit Musy 6e;§ﬁ%§?§‘
from the ground water supply of Mason Valley approximstely half
a mile einst of the gulch deposit, To deliver the wdter %o the
gulch will necessitate 4 minimum 1lift of 600 feet. Looul
power cost data furnished by Mr. Henricks of the S8ierra Facifilc
power Company substanciste an empiricel figure for placer
pumping cort of B¢ per jard per hundred feet of lift. In this
instance 1t sroximates *0¢ per yard, 1f the equipment ‘now

installed is used.

CONBLUSION:

It {8 concluded from these data that the Adums-
Rice placer property does not warrant additicnal expenditure for
exploration as ©gigzables cummercial plucer

Respectfull
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EXAMINATION:

A preliminary examinatlion snd reconnaisczance
brunton pace survey was made of the "Big Canyon" Adams-Rice
placer property situanted nine miles northwest of Yerington, Lyon

County, Nevada,

HISTORY:

This placer deposit was discovered by James 3.Adams

and Jeff Rice during 1931, Some preliminery prospecting and
small leesing operations followed until Messrs. Flatt and Guild
obtalned a lease on the ground in 1932,

The Platt and Guild operstion consisted of install-
ing their own electrical distribution line and .transformer
equipment to convert the 60,000 volt service to 6600 and 44
volts three pheseé supply. One 7 inch Pomena deep=-well pump
supported by one 34 inch by 8 inch and one 4 inch by 8 ineh Gould
triplex pumps supply water from a 165 foot drilled well to a 105,000
gallon wood~stave tank through a 4 inch pipe~line, The pumps are
reported to deliver 155 gallons per minute to the tank In the
gulch one~half mile distent against a head of 600 feet,

The working plant; now dismantled, conslisted of a
4 by 20 foot trommel and two 16 inch by lo imch by 75 oot sluices
supplied with alluvium by 6 cubic yard Granby type mine ocars
hauled to the plant by a 30 horse-power double-drum hoist, Strip-
ping and loading was done with a power shovel.,  'T'he operation was
shut down in 1832,

The Apex Mining Company of Los Angeles, California
next attempted to operate the placer with s porteble washing plant
and Sauvermién dragline., Intermittant operation covered part ol 19354
and 1936 when thils work was discontinued,

I
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Messrs. Adams and Rice who furnished the above
information checked by personal observation, could not furnish
any information respecting the cost of operation, guentity of

gravel worked or the values recovered by these former operators,

GEOLOGY:

By megascopic examination the principal bed=-rock
1s classified as porphyritic rhyolite and altered andesite flows.
The rhyolite is intruded by smell granodiorite apophyses in the
head of the gulch, From thls aree small productions of gold ore
were mined subsequent to discovery in 1905, This preoduction was
extracted from superficial working in kaolinized fracture zones

near the granodiorite intrusions,

The principal working known ss the Carson mine is

immedictely above sample pilb number 28, in the upper guleh,

¥inor outcrops of hornblende sndesite overlain by a thin cap of
0livine basalt are exposed west of the uﬁper gulech, The'notable
exception in the andesite bed-rock is exposed in the upper

chshnel cut between survey station 15 and 18, Thls formetion is
locslly referred to as the ancient stream channel and credited with
the source of placer gold, This formation 1s positively not a stream
deposit but rather & basalt breccia containing occaslonsal inclusions
of quartzite stream boulders. In addition well developed spheroidal
weathering of the basslt gives the casual appearsnce of a stream
deposit.

Phe. igneous nature of this formation is proven vy
numerous kailinized phenoerysts of leldspar which blend from the
ground mass through the spheroidal westhered farms, The occasgional
metamorphic grewvel inclusions does {ndicate that the basalt inter-
rupted or followed some former water way. It does not follow that

this igneous body 1s a placer devosit., 4 shaft sunk twenty-four feet
2=
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below the floor of the shovel cut shows no change of formation,
Nothing in the present development indicates the

probability of a burfed channel below tﬁe basalt, If sgch‘a

channel exists 1t must be drift mined at extreme cost.

ORIGIN OF THE GOLD:

Practically all of the roeck encountered in the
samples wes either angular rhyolite or grénodipPlte end the gold
recovered was consigtantly rough with fraquent quartz grain inclu-
slons, It follows thet this placer deposit originated from the
Carson Mine mineralization., Thés theory is supported hy the fact
that the gold can be continuously traced to the open cuts of this

0ld mine,

SANMPLING:

All samples were either cut by the writer or his
assistent, Mr, Gerald Hartley. 4&ll samplcs taken were constantly
supervised by the writer from tne cutting ol the alluvium until
the resovered gold was sealed in the registered mail directed to

the Union Assay Office,

Messre. mdams, Rie#, and Losch who live on the property

were employed to clean out the esved shafts. These men willlingly
conformed with my request not to approach either the sampling
or the washing. ¥freparatory to sampling, the fece was plcked down
to & depth of six inches and plumbed to facilitate measuring the
cut. A1l semples were 6 inches by 24 inches or more in crosse-sections,
No sanple was cut through a depth of more tharn seven feet of gravel,
the fourteen samples taken average over one-third yard of alluviam
in place,

All samples wer: conveyed by truck to & concrete mixer

used ss a disintegrator, <thence washed in two 1l& foot slulces set

—3-




il
on a grade of 1§ inches to the foat of box., The boxes were
equipped with quarter inch galvanized wire mesh and chain
riffles,

All o6f the sampling equipment was arranged to
facilitate e thorough cleen-up before the next sample weas waeshe
ed, The clesn-up for semples 11, 12 and 14 were made separate
for esmeh box to determine if any possible loss occurred. On each
ocansion 81l of the gold recovered was obthined from tie upper box,
Repeated panning of the talls revealed no lougs of f'ree gold, ine
final clean=up of the gold wes made Ly amalgamating the colors
#1th triple distilled mercury furnished by Braun ¥necht and
Helmann Co.

The presence of emsll smounts of metelllc white
coating on the gold recoveéred from samples &,4,0 anc é’ﬁ?l noted
in the clean-up before eny possible salting of mercury could
sccount for it, The costing volastized when the gold wéa heated

the gold
in & porcelain cup and/remeined natursl gold color, 1t is not
logicel that this could be native amnlgﬁm. The possibility of

some carly milling device being used to amalgemate the Carson

Mine ore ma; account for the presence of these minute amalgam

srote on the gold,

Mr. Adams insists thal every une sampling the
property has recovered amalgswm from the upper part of the
channel, and reiged the question of 1ts origin, The writer
is positively sure no intentional or accidental salting could
gecount for this unusual oceurance,

when it beceme apperent from the small recovery
of gold that the final velues would be lowe-grade all subsequent
gamples were taken immedietely above bed-rock, Thls procedure

wag followed in sesrch of possible enrichments which might carry

sl




the overburden,
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penditure of time and money,

and to cover a wilder area with a minimum eXe

Semples 4,5,6,10 and 11 were assumed to be indlica-

tive of the value of the overburden.

$0,20 per cubic yard.

overburden above all single bed-rock samples,

These samples averaged

thisg figure was used in computing the

The channel yardege computation is as follows:

Staticn Depth
O=5 g o

14 18

P e

2

=8

8-15 10

18-22 20

From Survey Station
5-5 11,000
5=-8 30,800

10,370

62,200 1

X

width Lenghh

X 80 "X 900

x 40 x 1300

40 x 1200

x 80 x 1400

@ $0.82
w §0.52)
$0.516

@

@ $0.321

297,000

832,000

280,000

= 1,680,000

Sample No,

9010

9886

5340

19 256

114,370

44,202

117,370

44,202

$0,386 per cubic

or 11,000

80,800

10,370

62,5 200

14-15-16




"RTG CANYON" ADAMS-RICE PLACER SAMPLES. . ‘

Sample Shaft Position of Cubic ft. Cubic ft. Gold Overburden Duty of

No. No. ~ semple, in place. loose, val/yd, ft. miner's inch.
1 dump gft. stripping -1 trace none
2 dump dae. -1 none none
3 28 surface to bed- .
rock (7 ft). 8.7 12.58 0.82 none 0.65
4 19 first 6ft.above 12.0 18.0 0.195 11-T%., 2.26
bed~-rock.
5 19 6=-12 ft. above
bed-rock. 16.9 20,6 00,0118 5 It.
6 19 12-17 ft.above
bed-vock. 16.% 20.0 0.402 none 3.55
7 19 lst 2% ft.
NW drift above bed-rock. 1.47 2.1 2.38 HE o
8 15 floor of cut stripped
down 6 feet. 8.0 10.75 1.478 40ft ,wide 2.6
9 15 first 4 ft. 8.0 12.6 0.69 gt 2.47
NW drift above bed-rock.
10 E bank surface down 12,0 0,432 none 2.66
sta.l6, & ft.
11 de. 6-13 ft. below 14.6 0.0018 6 ft. 2, 36
e surface.
12 adit be- first 43 ft. Tl 9.6 0.5827 18-f%.,
tween Sta. above bed-rk,
15-16
13 MaxVawall first 3'3" 5.4 6.3 0.404 24 £t, 1.22
drift above bed-rock,
14 "7-No first 4 ft. 8.0 10.0 1.607 l6.ft. 1.5
drift above bed=-rock, 2
15 face W. first 8 in. 1.4 2.0 1.05 19 ft.

drift #7 above bed-rock.

16 So.bank first 5 ft.
sta, 24. above bed-rock, 7.5 0.401 10.f¢t. 1.89

average Bope ol
cu.yd./miner in./ day,




RECONNAITSANCE M.P,

The inclosed sketeh was drafted from & reconniissance
compase and psce survey incidental to the sampling, It 1s offered
f#s a visusl ald to the report and nnot as a strict interpretation

of the property.
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SUMMARY .

fespectfully submitted,
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September, 1936




