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/'@ PWO IBW PTACER PROSPECTS NIAR YDRINGTON, NEVADA.

During & recent trin to the Yerington District, primarily for
the purpose of ins»secting the newer WON-MetalliC mining developments
there, visits were made 0 the goid piacer prosnects of J. S. Adams
and Jefferson Rice in the Singatse runge on the west side of llason
Valley, and also to the Guild-Bovurd property north of 3Buith Vulileye.

Phe Adums-3Rice »Hroperty is locuted in a small uanamed dry
canyon between .ason Pass and Gal.ugher Pass, eusi.y uccessible over
Girt road from Yerington, 6 wilcs distant. The tuild-B0vard prospect
is on an aliuvial fan sloping southeriy to smith Vaiiey, and about
2 miles east of the oid mining camp of Buckskin. Both of these pros-
nects were discovere. lust llay, & result of renewed srospecting
following the uiscovery of the Hughes placer in low hills north of
smith Vulley. Hews of the Hughes plucer and 'its mode of occurrence
had been duolished by the llevada 3tate Bureusu of liines, stinuluting a
seurch for more »lucer gold in the guilies of the Singatse lunge.

Phe canyon in which the Adsus-Rice plucer oceurs is about o
miles long und ruas northeusteriy into liuson Vuaii€y, debouching uat a
point alinost west of lwuson Buttes, which ure iow lunduark hills uoon
the vailey fioor. ‘ue Oowilers huve suik 14 prospect holes ulong a
lenght of < mi.es, Puree are siufts <0 feet deep, others ure only o or
v feet; the uveruge is avout io feet. The gravel is snull and angu-
lar una sufficientiy coherent vo stand well without timbering, 80 weil
in fuct that all the grounu cun be saupleu with econony by meuans of
pits. Al:l oI the yregent Pits extenc down 0 the 'bedrocks

Jdessrs. Adams and {ice have been working on their nroperty
throughout the suuner wnw full, and are working there this winter , @8
the weather pernits. They huve sunk a well 2b feet dee) 1O vater on
the edge of the vuiiey a nile east of the mouth of the vanyons A
small gasoline engine wnd ovwo delivers the wvater to a storage tank,
from whici it is drawn as requirea to sun ly & hand rocker, which 18
used to washsuall lots of gravel extracted in prospecting.

Phe gold is rough ana aaguiuar, much of it is in flnely Uivided

flakes, Phis goiu undoubteuly originatew from the erosion of u
systen of gold-beuring veius lying udjuceat to the canyon, Goid-
bearing veins exist in thelertiury volcunic rochks on the southwes?t

side of the cunyon, und probub.y «lso in the busal Ariassic rocks on
the northeust side. Phe greuster portion of these Veins huve been
removeu by erosion une the goluw wccunuiateu in the cunyon below. The
Sweepstakes mine, & stwil gold-quarta property, iies in the cunyon

at the heud of tLhe placer uenosit, una has prouticew at least one 0rg-
shoot which Aduns says netted about J1H00. Less than u mile southuest
of this is the well known lLiny Adams gold mine, which hus a very
ereditible record of nroduction sand surnlica & 10-ton Gibson anulga-
mating mill with ore ut intervuis for severul yeurs. The uy Aduns 18
loc.uted neur the top of u southwest slope, from which the present
drainuge is south wid away from the canyon under congiderution. HOw=
ever, it is yuite npeuar the sumalt of tie runge, &na berore tie long
periods of Yertiury uudjuateranury erosion uitereu the toporruohy
extensively, it is probubic that the loinu containing the luy Adals
vein slopeu TOWurd bue Aduns-Rice canyon, anu bthe eroucu gold wus
curriéu invo it. e Ironsides c¢Oopney liiue 48 on the north vide Of
the canyon, .nd Wwus workew for cosper im 1v0u and 180%s The orosion
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of this vein may huve ¢ountridbutea golu, us well us severul other
Smell copoer wnu golu prospects in the inmediaute vicinity.

Phe Adums-Rice placer exhibits very little golda of uefinite
or charucteristic wusheu gravel origin, which is not the cuse with
the Hughes plucer located a few miles westerly, ana north of Smith
Vaulley. In the Huihes gravel uenu cluy the presence of rounded gold
prompte. & search for streum beds of waushed grivel &¢s the origin.
liasses of wusheu fluviul congionerate were founa nearby, resting un-
conformably on the oldest Priussic rocks. These probably contained
a very little gold, which underwent additional concentration by
streuns of Tertiury age. An anvreciuble amount of such gold may have
found its wuy into the Hughes nlacer, but no wuter weshew gold hus
been definite.y determineuw in the gold from the Adems-Rice pliacer,
ulthoush & quantity of wushed gruve. lies adjacent to the cuanyon, und
on both sides of it in one pluce. Lurger nusses of tihe fluvial
conglomerate lic 500 feet ubove the hewu 0f the cunyon, wha outcrop
along the soutn slones, uescencing neari, to the level of [lason
Vairley. 2he wusSheu pruvel composing the conplomerate consists aiumost
entirely of dark-coloreu busic rocks. .ost of these pebbies and
smooth bouiders ure undountewly of Triussic anvesite, one of tue
oldest rocks of the aistrict. There is u total ubsence of quartiz
nebbles, but & few quurtzite pebbles are present. Presunavly the
quartiite beaongs to the Wriassic serics. Phis formation hus been
aescrivew v Xnonf(l)., It is not considered gold bearing, but it is
nrobuble thut lurge messes of it vorkeu over by the ancient streuas
resulte. in locul concentrutions of folde It is difficult to
account for the Hreseuce of rourded gold in the Singatse Runge other-
\.viﬂe .

Sreculation as to tie value of the auriferous gravel und its
quantity, iua the sbsence of thorough sumnling and weasuring is idle:
In the .duns~-Rice ruvine tie bed is flat und the grave.s ure con-
saratively shuallov., 1he cunyon sione may contain frouw 500,000 to
1,000,000 yerds of gruvel, the value of which is whoily « uutter of
conjecture ut Jresent. In sanoling it way be found that the upoer
luyers of gruvel ure ponr, out there muy ve « sufficient concentraiio
near the dedrock t0 resury working the whole. It is worthy of cure-
ful suiapling, wada in aadition, the 1ong wiluviai slope ot the nolth
of the canyon, exten . ing aown to the vulaiey, shoulu wlso be exnlored
by & series of shafts. this wiiuvial fun, or aelta, muy contuin con-
merciul pgolu beurii; gruveis of much greuter 1..00ituunce than the
canyon. As yet no prospcct hole h.s been uug unon it.

A favor.bie Teuture of ui. the »nlucer prosrects in the uwistric
is an absence of lurge boulders in the gravel. Probsbly the use of
a nower shovel, trommel wnd siuice boxes would be sufficient for
oroner mining in the cunyon aaa in shuliow delita pravel. wuter cun
be pumpew frowm weris in iuson Vulley one wnilie south of the canyon, or
be conveyed to the samne »H0int rfrom the wulker River by Eruvitye. Qhe
elevation of the upoer end of the cunyon is wbout 000 feet above The
Veliey according to the topogruphic sheet or the U.d. GeO0le. DULVEY.
Phe electric power line of tue sicrra rucific fower Co. 18 less tuan
2 miles frowm the mouth of the cunvon, $0 pumping costs shoula be 1o

(1). Knopf, .doidn. ueology uild Ore e osits of the Yerington Lis-
trict, Hevuda: U.3. Geol. purvey, 2rofession.l Paper 114, 1918,pp.67
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Phe Guild-3ovard >lacer lies on u gentle slowe looking south
?oward Jmith Vuiley. It was uiscovered by frank Bovard of Yerington.
Pourteen claims have been located along the smooth slope, the owners
of which are Juuge Clark Guild, Prank sovard, ~ouis Pittwood und
Ralph Hall. iour shafts huve been put down to bedrock at an average
depth of 20 feet, and there ure &also many shailow assessment holes.

Phe gravel is composeu of rough und angulerfraguents of rhyo-
]ipic rock, and is partly consoliduteu, so thatl no tiabering 18 re-
quirew. in any of the shafts. liuch of it hus been disintegrated and
decomposew tO an earthy nmaterial. Iluch of this volcunic conglonerate
had been nurtly altered und softeneu vy solfateric action prior to
acowaulatiag, on tik slope. Severul strata are suia to contuin gold, Wt
put the best vuiucs are suiu to lie in the 4 Or 5 feet resting on tie
beurock, and ure rather well distrivuteu through this thickness instesd
cf bLeing concentrutec on the rhyolytic bedrock. Dunnings mude ut
20-foot shuft where uen were working at the tine of our visit were
very 00d, 4ilu teunueu to confirm the .istrivution of the golde.

Artesian water cun be obtained neur the euge of a playa avout
4 miles south uad 400 feet lower. It is not orobable that it would be
sufficient, but an aburaaat suH»oly cun undoubtewly be obtuined by
sinking shullow wells near the cdge of the »Hlaya. Dectuse of the
earthy nature of tik gravel, u minimun of water for washing would be
requirew. If sufficieut tonnage and value and tonnuge can he aevelon-
e. to justify a placer miniug oneration somewhat si dlar to that at
Atolia, California, the costs should nov e excessive.,

3ome Vuiuabie a.tu on desert plucer aining costs have buen
coliected by Vunuerverg (£) as to plucer aining at Atoliu, CuliI.
Placer mining is bein, currica on in that wrid, descrt region in bdan
Bernaipdino County at a direct cost of 57 eents per ton of gravel, or
approximuately 49 cents per cublc yurd. Qhe water is DHumpew from &
well <00 feet deep, 7 miles uistant, and convejeu to tie scene of
mining through b-inch pine. e total vertical 1ift is 6h0 feet. The
mining is done Ly & l-yard revolving type shovel mourtec on cater-
pillars, which works econonicully to & uepth of 50 feut.s e gravel
is hauled 1000 feet by two trucks of 7 und 5 tons capacity cuch and
delivered t0 u concentrator equipped with trommel, jigs, magnetic
separator, draug clasuifier .nd other muchinery for recovering turgsten
concentrate. A settiing pond 18 nuintuinew for recovering a portiol of
the usec water. 2'he net water useu per ton of gruvel coilcecatrate. is
about 160 gallons. Jhe maxi.oun caupucity of the plunt on a o-uhift
busis is 800 tons per uay. Jurin; clie first 10 months of 1900 an
average of 4«00 tons ner uwuly L.ab treuteds he costs piven by VuliGe TheT,
4o not inciuue ObsOlesence, interest, tuxes wlu lostradce , which may
have nmateriuily idcreuseu the totul.

with this concrete syresent-day operation in & pbarren desert
region before us, u successful operation near Yeriagtoud seenns »nossilble
if the gold values prove 10 e sufticient. he cilinute for working
outside is fuvoraublie most 01 the yeur, and is better thun &t Atolis,
where swager heat is excessive. "he oneration could be carriec on at
a much lower cost, for no trucking «nd @milliag woula be necessurye.

(2). Vanaecrberg, is O«, ilethods and Costs of Goncentrating Tuagsten
Ores &t Atclia, Sua 3ernardino Lo+, Lutdfornin: Infornation Circular
6552, U. S. Bureau of iines, Oct. It YD 1%




