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WONDER DISTRICT

The Wonder district is on-the west slope of a southern spur of the Alpine
range, sometimes called the Augusta Mountains, in west Churchill County. It is
55 miles by road east of the town of Fallon, the nearest railroad point; 40 of
the 55 miles are owver the paved Lincoln Highway and the remaining distance is
over fair desert road with an easy grade from the highway to the camp, the rise
being approximately 2,000 feet in 15 miles. The elevation of Wonder is b, 00
Teat, ‘ ;

The first location in the Wonder District was made in April 1906 by
T. J. Stroud on the Jackpot group of claims, and the Nevada Wonder mine was
locnted shortly afterward by Murray Scott, William Mays, and others. The '
discovery of rich silver-gold ore started a stampede from Fairview that began
in May in the same year, and in a few weeks over 1,000 locations were made.

The diczcovery attracted considerable attention, and it was not long before a
camp of several thousand people was established. In the first few years of

the camp's history, a number of companies were organized, but the bulk of the
metal yield was derived from the Nevada Wonder mine, incorporated in Delaware
on Septemder 19, 1906, Later this mine was taken over DYy a group of eastern _
capitalists, who began a systematic development campaiegn and in 1913 constructed
a 200-ton cyanide mill at the mine, ZElectric power was brought in from Bishop,
Calif,, and at the time this transmission line had the distincition of being the
longest in the world. The Nevada Wonder Mining Co. controlled; by stock owner—
ship, the claims of the Wonder Zxtension, reorganized North Star, and Hidden
Ireasure mining companies, totaling 401 acres, 328 of which were patented, In
1910 water was brought to the camp by a gravity pipe line from Horse Creek, a
distance of 10 miles., The company ceased operations in December 1919, after a
very profitable history. The total amount of dividends paid was $1,5ﬁ9,002.

In 1924 the mine equipment was dismantled and most of it sold, In 1935 the
nine and the equipment remaining was purchased by L, ¥, Curtis of Reno, Nev,

In recent years, mining in the district has been by lessees, largely at the
Nevada Wonder mine.

The production of the district from 1907 to 1937, inclusive, was $5,952, 764
as shown in table 4, '

Nevada Wonder Mine

The Yevada Wonder mine comprises five patented mining claims owned by
L. P, Curtis, of'ano, Nev., Dewlopment consists of a hain three-compartment
vertical shaft 1,342 feet deep and an auxiliary shaft 2,000 feet distant sunk
to a depth of 800 feet, from which various subshafts and winzes attain a maximum
depth of 2,000 feet from the surface.. Total underground workings comprise about
€ miles, The lower workings are caved and inaccessible,

Equipment on the property includes a 2b-horsepower single—drum gasoline
hoist, Rix portable compressor, ore bins, wood head frame, blacksmith shop, and
mining tools, 1In the early part of 1939 several sets of lessees were employed
in the upper levels of the mire, and the ore was trucked to the custom milling
plant at Westgate for treatment. In the first 6 months of 1938 lessees produced
i,}ﬂ? tons of ore having a gross smelter valus of $43,040.39 or an average of
$31.95 per ton,
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TABLE 4.- Gold, silver, copper, and lead production from Wonder district,
Churchill County, Nevada, 1907-37, in terms of recovered metal
(Compiled by Charles White Merrill, Mineral Production and

Bconomics Division, Bureau of Mines)
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TABLE Y4, Gold, silver, copper, and lead production from Wonder district, .
Churchill County, Nevada, 1907-37, in terms of recovered metal (corthd.)
(Compiled by Charles White Merrill, Mineral Production and
: Economics Division, Bureau of Mines)
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V 1/ Not to be confused with average assay value of ore.
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The country rocks are a complex series of Tertiary eruptives — rhyolite,
dacite, andesite, and basalt, The Wonder rhyolite is the principal ore-~bearing
formation, A number of veins occur, most of which contain small deposits of
silver~gold ore, but the principal vein from which the major part of the pro-
duction has been mined is the Nevada Wonder, whose outcrop extends 1-1/U4 miles
along the strike.,

According to Burgesslﬁ/the Nevada Wonder vein lies partly on the contact
between rhyolite and the intrusive body of dacite, but toward the north the
vein leaves the contact and lies entirely within the rhyolite. The strike is
N. 25° W, and the dip is 75° IB. The widths of the oreshoots range from a few
feet to a meximum of 30 feet, averaging between 5 and 6 feet. The values are
silver and gold in a gangue of quartz, feldspar, and occasional small quantities
of fluorite. The gangue is generally stained yellowish~brown with limonite;
some of the ore is white, No water is present in the workings, and oxidization
extends to the 1,300-foot elevation in the mine, The silver is in the form of
argentite and halogen salts, and the gold is both native and combined with
argentite, The silver haloids found are embolite, iodobromite, and iodyrite.
The ratio of gold to silver by weight, according to production statistics, has
been 1 to 94, Oxide of manganese occurs in small dendritic forms, while copper
and lead occur only in traces.

Near the surface, where the walls of the vein were firm and stood well, the
ore was mined by the shrinkage method. Below the 400 level the walls were less
firm, and mining was done by the cut—and-fill system, waste for filling having
been obtained from raises driven either into the hanging or foot wall,

19/ Burgess, J. A.; the Halogen Salts at Wonder, Nev.: Econ. Geol., Vol. 12,
1917, pp. 589-593.




