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On December 26, 1972, we received a letter from Mr. John D. Leshy of
the Natural Resource Defense Council Inc. inquiring about the status
of several shacks and cabins located in the "Big Moly" area of
Esmeralda County, '

In this letter, Mr. Leshy asked about mineral leases in the area, the
status of the cabins and any action we have taken concerning this
occupancy of the surface,

In response to this inquiry we have revicwed our records and have
ascertained the following information:

1. No mineral leases or exploration permits have been issued for the
"'Big Moly'" area of'Esmeralda County,

2. The area, however, has been more or less continuously prospected
for minerals, and a number of mining claims have been located.

3. Several of the mining claim locators have built cabins etc. on
their claims. Such cabins if used in conjunction with mining or
mineral exploration constitute a valid use of the surface. We
know of no "summer cabin' types of occupancy in the area.

We are enclosing a report on the "Big Moly' area that was done by Mr.
Thomas Schessler in 1968,
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Dear Sir:

I write on behalf of the Natural Resources Defense
Council, a nationwide environmental law firm and citizens'
organization with a western office here in Palo Alto, California.

We have been informed that several individuals are in
violation of the federal mineral leasing acts and regulations in

the area in your district known as "Big Moly" or
Overlook" in Esmeralda County. Specifically, we
that many people are occupying cabins as weekend
retreats under mining permits while not actually

"Death Valley
have been told
or vacation
engaging in

mining exploration or mineral removal.

In this connection I would appreciate a listing of all
individuals and firms which hold exploration permits or mineral
leases in this area, including the date granted, the area covered,
the duration, the minerals for which removal or exploration is
conducted, and the terms of the permits or leases. (Copies may
be furnished if more convenient.)

I would also like to know whether your office has under-
taken to investigate the activities of those operating under such
leases or permits in this area, and whether you have taken or
contemplate taking any action to protect the ecology of this area.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter, and best
wishes for the holiday season.

Slncerely

Lyl

John D. Leshy //
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T. E. Schessler, Mining Engineer

"Big Moly" Recreation Inventory Area - Mining Claims

At the request of A, E. Tower, District Recreation Representative, I
reconnoitered, on August 22, 1967, the "Big Moly" area for evidence of
mining claims, mineral character, and prospecting or mining activities.

Molybdenum Corporation of America has an active exploration drilling
program under way in the area at the present time,

I spoke with Mr, Dick Wilcox at the company's camp in Sec. 34, Sk,

T. 6 S., R, 39 E., M.D.M, The initial project was to have been com-

pleted at the end of August, 1967, However, ore was found during that

phase of exploration and the project was extended through Februhxx,l968

The ore was apparently found in metasediments on the 1orhhea,t flank of

a highly altered and bleached alaskite Intrusive, perhaps elsewhere

as well, I learned nothing more specific. I did see secondary copper

and molybdanum minerals, both in the sediments and in the altered
Iskite.

Numerous old drill roads and sites exist in the area. The company has
built 75 miles of new roads, thn drill sites, for their exploration
program. Most of the ! observed is in Sec, 34, T. 6 8., &, 29 7
27 ] e Py ) 0

F - - e
M.D.M.; and Sceticasg 2, end 11, %, 7 8., R, 89 = Activity in

Section 10 of the l:tter tcwnship ‘3J;:r3 to be confined to the “ui and
there is no accivity ia Sec, 14, I did not 8¢t into Sec. 4,

ho recreation developm
"Big Moly" area as in
n the area, it migh
as an attraction rel

planned for the ncar future in the
uld a mine eventually be devaloped
» in cocaeration with the cuner,
reational development.
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For the present, however, and for sometime to come, the area must be
considered mineral in character. The possibil* y of major future mining
development musc be considered, The area in which indicaticns o7 ny-
drothermal alteration were scen is outlined in blue on the acccupanying

fagruder Mountain topograpnic map, Within this area, and a broade:
surrounding area not covered, exists the potential for development of
mineral deposits, The blue linaz surrounds rﬁlz the area in Wxi:
alteration was observed and 15 not to be taken as the limits of the lands
with mineral potentizl, Th2 mas indicates prospects and old mines
scattered over a much larger a ag
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Dz, Joln il. Schilling of tha Nevada Burcau of Mires enaminad the

aven Lo th: Me ~da Burcau of Min2z Report 2, An_Inveantaory of
anpin dn Vewadn, wvhich hie authored in 1252, De,
lisvis that the "2ig Moly" areca (ealled the ""Cuzcmunzo
in tha publicatiocn) is the scceond most attractive R RATAT
dflon target idn Nevada, The wost atkraciive area is
&y worih of Yonspah which 13 held by the Anaconda
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In light of the past end pcosent enploration activity (over a
nililion dsllavs his baza spont by the variowa ceunanies) sapraza=

ion froa n If a anaao1“ deposit is

aaider & al might bocomz so as nmilning
e’ 3 2 i Duveau of Lnud lanagement
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Tom Sonmalen
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Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
Dear Sir:

I write on behalf of the Natural Resources Defense
Council, a nationwide environmental law firm and citizens'
organization with a western office here in Palo Alto, Califorr.:ia.

We have been informed that several individuals are in
violation of the federal mineral leasing acts and regulations in
the area in your district known as "Big Moly" or "Death Valley
Overlook" in Esmeralda County. Specifically, we have been toid
that many people are occupying cabins as weekend or vacation
retreats under mining permits while not actually engaging in
mining exploration or mineral removal.

In this connection I would appreciate a listing of ail
individuals and firms which hold exploraticn permits oxr mineral
leases in this area, including the date granted, the area covered,
the duration, the minerals for which removal or exploration is
conducted, and the terms of the permits or leases. (Copies may
be furnished Lf more convenient.)

I would also like to know whether your office has under-
taken to investigate the activities of those operating under such
leases or permits in this area, and whether you have taken or
contemplate taking any action to protect the ecology of this area.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter, and best
wishes for the holiday season.
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Inquiry from the Natural Resource Defense Council

On December 26, 1972, we received a letter £from Mr. John D. Leshy of
the Natural Resource Defense Council Ine, inquiring about the status
of several shacks and cabins located in the '"Big Moly'" area of
Esmeralda County.

In this letter, Mr. Leshy askod about mineral leases in the area, the
status of the cabins and any action we have taken concerning this
occupancy of the surface,

In response to this inquiry we have reviewed our records and have
ascertained the following information:

1. No mineral leases or exploration permits have been issued for the
'"Big Moly' area of Esmeralda County.

2. The area, however, has been more or less ontinuously prospected
for minerals, and a number of mining claims have been located,

3. Several of the mining iocators nave built cabins ete., on
their claims. Suel s if used in conjunction with mining or
alneral exploration constitute a valid use of the surface, We

a
know of no "summer cabin' types of occupancy in the area.

We are enclosing a report on the '"Big Moly' area that was done by Mr,
Thomas Schessler in 1968,

Attachment: Report
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