/ : “(“‘i\’f‘” i "‘f‘/ﬁ’ o T R

Col0 A S
UNITED STATES P et F
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR o e

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Acocese Road
L{RUE AERICAN LUNGSiEN PROPERTY

lobin Range, Pershing Oounty, Nevada
Mo /f/e/gfur - u'u/] B S I

On July 22 I visited the irue American tungsten property in the iobin Range,
sastern Pershing Oéunty. Nevadae John B. Blossom and son, Battle sountain, Nevada,
located and own the property, a group of five mining clajmse

From Battle Mountain the property is reached by driving 27.5 miles southwest
on the Buffalo Valley gravel road and 14.5 miles north and west on partly improved
dirt roads (see map insluded)s The last 5% miles of road is poor, but passable.

Mr. Blossom located the clajms in 1940. During the last year he and his
son have been mining tungsten ore on a small scale. A total of 22 tons of ore
averaging between 2 and 3% W03 have been shipped to the Metals Reserve stookpile
at Battle Mountain and to Salt Leik Oity. Twenty tons ,f sorted ore, estimated to
average 2.5% W03, is now ready to be trucked to Battle Mountain.

Ihe scheelite oocurs ;n small silicified lenses in thin limestons members of
a mtemorphosed shale and volcanic sequense. Small diorite dikes cut the metamore
Phic sequence. The ore lenses are ramified by stringers of quarts, partly vggy »
and calc tes Most of the scheelite is intimately assooiated vifh the quartz. lhe
lenses are sill-like and dip about 25 degrees east. Three of these gently dipping
lenses have been explored. Iwo are exhausted, having yielded 1 end 6 tons of

sorted ore respsctivelye The third and largest lens has ylelded 35 tons of ore

contain 100 tons more. ihis ore has been mined from a surface bsnch and
ICTORY

8 15! adit. Meximm width of ore exposed is 24'3 aversge width about 6%.




20
lhe ore is only 1" wide in the bottom of the drift, and is narrower in the face Yhan
at the portal. Oro betwesn the drift and the sur:ace has not yet been mined.

A fourth, and more steeply dipping, lens has not yet been oxp:orod. It orops
ou' for a length of 50' and averages 18" wide. A little scheelite ocours in this vein
st th. surface. lh‘ ownere plan to explore this vein after the lens now be ing mined
is exhaustede It is not 1l,kely to yield more than a few tons of sorted ore. A fow
pieces of ~re float have been found elsewhere on the property, but the source of this
float has not been found.

.hih seams of quartz-garnet rook that contain as much as 0.25% Wo3 occur on
the propertye. There is 1ittle likelihood that commercial ore of this tvpe will be
found.

ine small ore lenses are situated on a steep slops, 800' ve#tically above
the end of the rosde The ore is chlorided, broken to about 4* size, and sorted at
the workingse It 1s then r,lled halfwey down the hill in a cylindrical chute made
of galvanized sheetings From the bottom of this chute it is sledded by a team to
the end of the rosde Here it is resorted and sacked for shipment. In this way
300 to 400 pounds of 2.5% WO3 ore are accumulated dailye <he reserve of ore does
not warrant expsneion of the operation.

In view of the anticipated small future production, possibly a total of
250 units of W03, the seven mile access roed costing $ 4800 is not warrantede.

The existing rosd could be greatly improved by ome or two *rriip- of a grader across
the 5% mile stretch shown on the accompanying mape If either a county or Grazing
Service grader could be made available for two or three days, this project could

be socomplished for $ 100 or § 200.
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Nolen (2) M{LQQ
Lemmon
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Winnemucca, Nevada
July 24, 1943
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On :Iuly 22 I visited the irue American tungsten property in the iobin Range,
sastern E:or.hin,g County, Nevadae John B. Blossom and son, Battle dountain, Nevada,
located and own the property, a group of five mining clajms.

From Battle Mountein the property is reached by driving 27.5 nﬁ.lu southwest
on the Butfalo Valley gravel road and 14.5 miles north and west on partly improved
dirt roads (see map included)s The last 5% miles of road is poor, but passable.

Mr. Blossom located the clajms in 1940. During the last year he and his
son have been mining tungsten ore on a swmall scale. A total of 22 tons of ore
averaging between 2 and 3% WO3 have been shipped to the Metals Reserve stookpile
at Battle Mountain and to Salt Leld City. Iwenty tons . sorted ore, estimated to
aversge 2.5% W03, ie now ready o be truoked to Battle Mountain.

Ihe scheelite oocurs ;n small silicifjed lenses in thin limestone members of
s metamorphosed shale and volcanic sequense. Small diorite dikes cut the metamore
phic ssquence. Ilhe ore lenses are ramified by stringers of quarts, partly Yuggy »
and calcstes Most of the scheelite 1s intimately associated with the quartze lhe
lenses are sill-like and dip aboul 25 degrees east. Three of these gently dipping
lenses have been explored. Iwo are exhausted, having yielded 1 end 6 tons of
sorted ore respestivelye The third and largest lens has yielded 35 tons of ore

'_——‘C'i.td)EYm oontain 100 tons more. ihis ore has been mined from a surface bench and

a 15! adit. Meximm width of ore exposed is 24"; average width about 6".
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ihe ore is only 1" wide in the bottom of the drift, and is narrower in the fece than
at the portale Ore botwesn the drift and the sur:ace has not yet been mined.

A fourth, and more steeply dipping, lens has not yet been .xp];orodo It orops
ou' for a length ,f 50' and averages 18" wide. A 1ittle scheelite ocours 1in this vein
at the surface. ihe owners plan to explore this vein after the lens now being mined
is exhaustede It is not 1l,kely to yleld more than a few tons of sorted ore. A few
pieces of re float have been found elsewhere on the property, but the source of this
float has not been found.

Ahi; seams of quartz-garnet rook that contein as much as 0.25% Wo3 oocur on
the property. There 1is 1ittle likelihood thet commercial ore of this type will be
founde '

ine sumall ore lenses sre situated on a steep slope, 800' vedtically above
the end of the rosde The ore is chlorided, broken to about 4" size, and eorted at
the workingse I' is then r,lled helfwey down the hill in a cylindrical chute made
of galvanized sheetinge From the boltom of this chute it is sledded by a team to
the end of the rosde Here it is resorted and sacked for shipment. In this way
200 to 400 pounds of 2.5% WO} ore are sccumilated dailye <he reserve of ore does
not warrsnt expansion of the operation.

In view of the anticipated small future production, possibly a total of
2%0 units of W03, the seven mile access roed costing $ 4800 is not warranted.

The existing road could be greatly improved by one or wo frrjip. of a grader across
the 5% mile stretch shown on the accompanying mep. If either a counly or Grazing
Service grader could be made available for ‘wo or three days, this project could

be socomplished for § 100 or § 200.
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