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GENERAL BACKGROUND

¢

In the followi discussion each distric

be treated separately.

. y_‘;;;»‘““ e i J,;w* ?
The Jumbo area is ;odéted eag ﬁof Washoe Lake on EHe weste slope
rbximately 3 mllegawest of V¥xg1n1a City.
,‘ty did not begln”{n the Jugbé area until
by 1908 seveLa}mmlnes were producing gold and
sxlver;ore. The mgfn period of miming act1v1tz -#nd production was
between the year 1908 and 1911'/‘Interm1ttent placer and smali-scale
Lnﬂe mining wagg” carried on.ﬁegweeﬂ the ye@rs 1912 to 1948. Since
a*’1948 no pro,”ctlon has beEh recorded frgm the district. Recorded
productionyfrom the d}BfrlCu totals over 8,000 tons of lode material
gr0331 ~'approx1mate1y $31,000. These figures are incomplete, but
total roduction &n the area probéﬁly does not exceed $200,000 (2).

- »«," / /"

GE@ GICAL AkD TECHNICAL DAT&
4 H, //. .
he oldest rocks ehposedxln the Jumbo area are metasadrmeﬁtary and
met%vcxcanlc rocks of pfesumed Triessic and Jurassic age. Thes%;ﬂ”
mqyémorphlc rocks havé been intruded by vranodlorlte of Cretagsdus(?)
jé e. Uncon;ormably“ove‘lylnﬂ the Wcoozoxc rocks are Ter t1a¢§ rhyo-
+ litic ash-flows of the Hartford Hilig: Rhyollte. The Haﬁyf%rd Hills
Rhyolite is ovgxialn by andesite flows and breccias of #the Alta
Formation whig¢h crops out ex ten31ve1y here and in g Vlrglnla City
area. The g%ows and brecc1as of the Alta Formatj®én are highly pro- j—
pylitized fA the Jumbo aréa, but superficial b¥eaching, charactegis®™
tie of opﬁar mining districts, is minor. Uﬁgttered ande51§gﬁ%ﬂd p
dacite flows and b;écc1as of the Kate Pe~¢9 ormation ;;é *anconformax®
bly upén the Alcﬁ ‘Formation. Accor c*ﬂo'“o Bonham, éﬁfl 1nu‘us;veﬁf’l
. granqﬁlorlte,‘ rphyry, 31ﬁ;;a~ to thif of MounsT avidson in thgt
' ' " {ons offhe Jumbo area.

e
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7. CARRINCTON NO. 1 8. MAYDAY XNO, ?

ITII. Steamboat Springs District

—
The Steamboat Springs area is located at the north end of the Stcam-
boat Hills, and south of the junction of highways 17 and 395.

lercury was discovered at Steamboat Springs in 1875. Since the dis-
covery, various operators have lezsed the propercy in the SWEINZY of
sec. 32, T. 18 N., R. 20 E., and an unknown number of flasks of mer-
cury have been produced from the area. Approximately 25,000 tons of
ore assaying from 3 to 4 pounds of mercury per ton has been delineated
by the Texierra Mining Corporation of Dallas, Texas in 1965 (2).

Silica has been produced from a small open pit in the center of section
22, T. 18 N., R. 20 E. The material averaged 99 percent silica, 0.6
d percent alumina, and approximately 0.04 percent iron oxide. The
silica was apparently refined at the property prior to shipping (2).
‘\
The- pumiceous rhyolite is located in the E% of section 1, T. 17 N.,
R. 19 E. There has been no apparent production and the deposit has
not been explored extensively. Bonham (2) reports the specific
gravity of two samples to be 1.94 and 1.96.

Red volcanic cinder occurs in the SW% of section 32, T. 18 N., R. 20 E.
From time to time a moderate amount of cinder has been removed from
the deposit.

The Faith Clay Pit is located in the NW%-of section 32, T. 18 N.,
R. 20 E. Clay from this pit was used by a Reno company to make
bricks between 1940 and early 1960.

The U.S.G.S, has identified two RKnown Geothermal Resource Areas (KGRA)
in the vicinity of Steamboat Springs. One area is at Moana Springs
and the other is at Steamboat Hot Springs. On the URA-3 overlay,
these two areas have been delineated by solid orange lines.

GEOLOGICAL. AND TECHNICAL DATA

The oldest rocks in the Steamboat Springs area are metasedimentary
rocks intruded by Cretaceous(?) granodiorite. The granodiorite prob-
ably underlies much of the Steamboat Springs area. Unconformably
overlying these older rocks are volcanic flows of the Alta and Kate
Peak Formations. Older alluvium of post-Kate Peak age is present
over much of the area and is overlain by basaltic flows and younger
rocks. Several protrusive rhyolite domes--called the Steamboat Hills
Rhyolite-~are present to the northezst and southwest of the active
thermal area.

Bennett, Dec. 1972

85



There has been two periods of hot shrings activity (4). The first
period of thermal activicy is of post-Kate Peck age and the sceond
period has continued from carly Pleistocenc to the proscnc tine.
Soth periods of thermal activity formzd severai disctinct tyses of
hot spring deposits in the area. Ixtensive alteraiion ang bLukeaing
of older rock types has occurred in the vicinity of thc hou SuTings.
The cinnabar, silica, and clay deposits are intimately associated with
the hot springs activity in the Stcamboat Snrings arca. ool

face bleaching has extensively zltered the original rocks to a mixu-
ture of quartz, cristobalite, and clay containing variable amounts
of cinnabar. '

e

. -
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€
L

POTENTIAL TOR DEVELOPMENT

gubstantial tounages of low-grade mercury ore are known to exist in
the Steamboat Springs areca. During a period of national emergency
or a price peak equivalent.to the 1968 level to $500-$600 per flask
it is possible that production would be forthcoming. A potential
"sweetner'" may.lie in the association of clay and silica with the
mercury ore. Should a market be available or rapidly developed,
both clay and silica could be a valuable by-product of mercury
production, '

According to Bonham (2) the pumiceous rhyolite occurance has not been
fully explored. Although the specific gravity of the material is
favorable, competition from other established quarries in the area
(for example the C. B. Concrete Company quarry on land leased from
Curtiss-Wright 4% miles to the northeast) make it unlikely that any
production will occur in the near future: However, the production

of pumice closely follows trends in the building industry and rapid
urban growth within profitable marketing distances could appreciably
alter this picture. '

The volcanic cinder deposit will probably continue to be used inter-
mittently in the future for markets in the Reno area.

A potential exists for the development of the geothermal resources
at Moana and Steamboat Springs for the generation of electrical energy.

All of the commodities in the Steamboat Springs area are ameiable
to open pit mining methods, with the exception of the geothermal
energy.

COMPANIES AND CLAIMANTS ACTIVE IN ARFA

The following list identifies some of the claimants in the Steamboat
Springs area:

- Bennett, Dec. 1572
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i. 2UNCO Group 2. SUNRLSE PLACER 3. MARGARET {1
C. W. Cooper L.¥. Zeigier, et.at. Margaret Jelr
2875 Wrandel, Reno 5021 Ann, Reno 1374 5. Viuwginia, Reno
Feb. 1954 Sept., 1962 Oct. 1945
(2 placer claims) (40 a. placer claim) (1 ilode claim)

4, MICHAEL # 1
James Greenah
15 E. 1st, Reno
Oct. 1949
(1 lode ciaim)

Geiger Clay Pit

The Geiger Clay Pit is located in the NW% of section 35, T. 18 N.,
R. 20 E., adjacent to State Highway 17. Between the 1940's and
1963, clay from this pit was used by a Reno Company for brick pro-
duction. The clay fires to a red color, and the bricks were mar-
keted in the Reno area. :

v

GEOLOGICAL AND TECHNICAL DATA

The clay pit is located in highly altered volcanic rocks of the Alta
Formation. The degree of argillization varies from the complete
alteration of the parent rock to clay to only slightly altered ande-
site. Quartz and illite are the predominant minerals present with
subordinate kaolinite, feldspar, and other residual minerals.

POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

The brick company that quarried clay from the Geiger Pit is no longer
listed in the telephone book and presumably has gone out of business.

Clays are important in the field of ceramics and as fired materials
used in the construction industry. The suitability of different

clay deposits for specific applications varies appreciably, and be-
cause of the low price-high volume nature of the raw material, sources
in close proximity to areas of urban expansion constitute an important
future reserve. Whether production will come from the Geiger Clay
Pit, other established pits, or from sources yet to be exploited is,
however, not known. Indications are, however, that the demand and
consequent production of clays will increase in the foreseeable future.

COMPANIES AND CLAIMANTS ACTIVE IN AREA

Unknown.

Bennett, Dec. 1972
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