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Fort Knox Placers, Group 1, Storey County, Hevada

Group 1 consists of 5 unpatented placer mining clainms
conslisting of aporoximately 40 a2cres each, for a total cof
approximately 200 acres. The claims sre located % miles
south of Virginie City, in Americen Flat, as shown on the

Virginia City Quedrangle. Iore specifically, they lie in

-
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- - 1, - Tl sresl =
Ny S NEy Sec. 7, N+ NEZ Sec. Ty NEg NWg Seec. 7, znd
SWy SEf Sec. 6, T16N, R21E, MDNM. Access mayv be gained by

& Airt road from the vicinity of Gold Hill.

o menticn of placer working in American ¥lat was fgund
in the literature of the district. It is estimated hcﬁéver,
that approximately 10,000 cuble yards of gravel have been
washed in placer operations in this aresa. Apparently
most of this work was done in the 1800's y a8 most of the
workings sre grown over with brush.

The Americen Flat srea is underlain by Tertiary
andeglite and rhyolite zs shown by Calkins. The zlluvium
covering the flat proper is presumebly derived from the
surrounding hille, and the upper reaches of Americen Revine
to the West. As showm on the enclosged sketeh mep, alluviun
varies from zero ( O ) to at least thirty ( 30 ) feet deep
on the cleims.

Assuming the old placer workings indicate the aress
of best values, Ft. Knox 2 and 4 centain the best areas of
gold values in American #1lat. This portion of the claim

block drains an area in the center of gecticn 6 to the
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dorth across which at leszst a2 branch of the Comstock Feult

1s thougiit to vass. This area hasg nroduced gold from
underground and open plt operations, snd could be the
gource for the gold in the gravels of the claim block.

Durlng the examination in August of 1973, 10 foot
verticel channel semple was cut in the cazt trench in the
NW corner of Ft. Knox lie, 2, and & 2 foot sgmple wae taken
from the surface nearby. The samples were parned in an
attempt to determine the gold values present. Values were
encountered in the entire 10 foot cheannel gzmnle, however
they were very low. The 2 foot samvle taken nearby was’
high in velus and probebly contained 10 times the valug of
the 10 feoot vertlcal chennel sample. The 10 foot sample
wes cut in o0ld gravels which heve been incised by younger
drainage channels. The two foot semple wes taken from the
younger dralinage znd the higher gold values probably
represent a concentratlon of the gold found in the older
gravels in the more recent drailnages.

Welght of gold in the semples was nct determined
becavse the somples were lost while an attempt was being
made Lo fire assay thenm.

The potentiel exlste for a lerge tonnaze of placer gravel
in the Ft. Knox Placer claims. It is guestionaeble however
© sufficient geld is present to sunzport an sccnomic operatlion.

The recent dre
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nemmels which inclse the older gravels
have concentrated the gold enoush to produce placers which

were worked in the past by hand methods.
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It is recommended thet large test samples be taoken
in order to obtain asccurate values for the gravels present.
This could be done with backhoe trenches, or large dlemeter
rotary drill holes. The older gravels should be tested
primarily because of thelr large tonnzge 1in comperisen to

the younger drainege channels.
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Cecnelusions znd Recommendstions

Low grede placer gold 1s found in older gravels in

this c¢laim block; wrimarily on the Pt. Knox 2 2nd 4 claims.
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igher grode values ( possibly 10 times that of the older
grevels ) are found in the more recent stream dreinages
which 1inelse the older grevels. The younger drainages
have apparently concentrated the gold from the older
gravels; snd this i1s where 21l past production hasg been
meade.

It 1s recommended that lerge samples be taken in

order to determine if an economlc concentretion of gold

1s present.
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