]

A NEW CINNABAR LOCALITY IN WASHOR COUNTY, NEVADA / :;

by H. r. Bonham, Jr., Mining Geologist
Nevada Bureau of Mines

The presence of cinnabar in altered Pleistocene alluvial deposits was

noted by the writer and L. H. Beal of the Nevada Bureau of Mines during a

recent examination of g sulfur prospect situated in the northern Lake Range,

Washoe County, Nevada. The general location of the area is shown in fiey

a scale of 1:34,300. No previous published Teport on the occurrence of
cinnabar in this area exists insofar as the writer is aware.

The cinnabar occurs in moderately to highly altered sands and gravels
of Pleistocene age and is associated with native sulfur, gypsum, opal
chalcedony, quartz, kaolinite, sericite and other alteration minerals. The
altered zone is aligned in a north-south direction and is almost certainly
fault controlled. It can be traced for over two miles along its' strike
and in places, has an exposed width in excess of 100 feet. The altered
zone is partially covered by a thin mantle of later alluvial and lacustrine
deposits. Cinnabar was observed at 2 localities in the altered zone and a
mercury soil anomaly was detected at a third locality (see Figure 2 for
location). These localities were the only ones examined in the altered zone.

The cinnabar occurs as very fine-grained particles disseminated through

both silicified and non-silicified phases of the altered rock and as

Gencrustations and films coating fractures and open spaces. Much of the

altered rock is impregnated with native sulfur. The distribution of the
cinnabar appears to be approximately coincident with that of the native
sulfur, but there are zones high in sulfur which seem to be low in cinnabar
and other areas which contain visible cinnabar and little to no sulfur.

Physical exploration of the occurrences is limited to several shallow pits




MINERAL
E;g%wmw
Lake

MAP  SHOWING
GENERAL LOCATION OF
AREA OF REPORT

Q 10 20

f=ri

30 40

e N

S5O0MILES
A

Figura} 1




\‘ \\ X
A
Voo

LN
Aot
:

s

<

.

r}ix

e

& <, : g

i i \ £ {4‘3'2}9'{ (-,n\\j S

-4 i ’\\\ & PN A
T3 T 4 s N .
B S5 3

B
N
e
MY
I8
v
,
&
N
AN
p

PN

2
AW

P . \S\
1 of 'H, 7

!

SOUTHEASTERN PORTION OF KUMIVA PEAK 2

5‘ /IU -~ IN WASHOE CO., NEVADA
- —+— £ a <
l}-—4 == F—J-{z r—:s o) 0

=

5 Loogpragn
119°22'30"

Figure 2




and trenches made to explore the native sulfur mineralization. The economic

by physical exploration.

The mercury mineralization belongs to the sulfurou

deposit ag defined by Bailey and Phoenix (1944

rings. Similar

> Humboldt County,

Nevada and at the Sulphur Banks Mine, Clear Lake District, Lake County,

California.

Bureau of Mipesg indicates that claims
were located on the native sulfur Occurrences in 1909 and again in 1931,

Claims were again located on the sulfur OCcurrences in 1951 by H. Hawton

and Ed Hand of Reno, Nevada, the 1ast known claimants., The present

ownership status of the Property is unknown to the writer.
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