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Rye Patch (Echo) district, Pershing County, Nevaeda.

Geographic coordinates: 40°28' N., 118°12' W.

Status of exploitation: Organized in 1862. Rye Patch mine worked
to 1874 vhen ore gave out. From 1916 to 1921 some production of
gold, silver, and tungsten. Early (1869-1874) production of silver
from Rye Patch mine valued at about $1,000,000. Production 1931-
1957: 33,900 oz. Ag.

References: ILincoln, F. C., 1923, Mining districts and mineral
resources of Nevada: Nev. Newsletter Pub. Co., Reno, p. 204-205;
Vanderburg, W. O., 1936, _ : U. S. Bur. Mines Inf. Circ. 6902,

p. 33-3k4.

Adequacy of our present knowledge: Probably inadequate.

Topographic coverage: Adequate, Unionville, 1954, 15-minute, 1:62,500.

Ma jor mineralbgic and geologic features: Rye Patch mine in black

limestone that is basel member of the Star Peak formation of

Middle Triassic age. A diabase dike cuts the limestone and there

is an apophysis of granite at depth that may be of Cretaceous age.

The fissure system is complicated; brecciated fragments of lime-

stone, quartz, and calcite form the filling. Ore minerals scattered

through the quartz are tetrahedrite, galena, and sphalerite which
are all argenyifefous. A sm2ll amount éf gold is present. The ILa

Tosca vein between limestone and dolomite has free gold, and silver

minerals. Scheelite and chloropal occur in & metam§rphosed

limestone block in granite.
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(Data sheeie for individuel umlning districts, prepared in conjunction
with metallogenic map for 1960 International Gealogical Congrens. )

§ Authorship:

3 E. T. McKnight - ALl districts west of the Missiseippl River, except
[ most of those silver-producing districte contalning
less than 1,000 tona of lesd or zinc in the follovw-
ing statest Avizons, New Mexlco, leveda, Oregon and
waahington. Also the following silver districta b g 2
of the states menticned: Vulturejand Helvetia, Ariz. 7
Apache, Black Range, Chlorlde Plabt, Georgetown and
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3 Lake Valley, New Mexico: Ashwood and Granits, oregonj
q Etmil, I{egpejl,&m. 1 %md Ruby-Conconully, Washington,
3 L(?ZO free dystreld , 7 ua//j(m- ) o |
I A. Vo Heyl, Jr. - A1l districts east of the Mipsiasippl River( z/m%/f;j{é//;e‘i(}%g
(e,

§ derry Klemlc and W. L. Newnan « filver districts not asscclated wita
| lesd or ginc, in Arizona, New Moxlco,
| Nevaia, Oregon, and Washington (except
\ as listed above).
*% Sive categorifea of deposite
7 (as penciled in left marging)
! |
f 0 1 //’ | 2 3
. o, Less then 1,000 to /150,000 to More than
1,000 tons 50,000 tons /l,CfO0,000 tons 1,000,000 tons
? xyb W 11 " "
‘ Zn ”® ‘ " " "
: Less than 100,000 to 5,000,000 to More than

Az 100,000 oz, 5,000,000 ox. T,ooo,ooo oz, 1,000,000 oz,

An less than 10,000 to t 100,000 to More than

10,000 oz. 100.000 oz. ;000,000 oz 1,000,000 oz.

j
(NOTE: Categories for Au are less certain than for others.)
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