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C, W, Chesterman

ADSTRACT

The Wadsworth tungsten mine L1s in the southern Virginia
Mountains, Washoe County, Neveda on H, S, Highwey No, L0, This
property, <& owned by the Rare ketals Corporation aad has been
partly developed by an adit end geveral pits anﬂ trenches which
exposed several scheellte~bearing zones, The mine has been idle
for severesl years, lowever, during the perloed of operetion
aprroximately 400 tons of 0,54 ore were milled at Toulon, There
is a chance for falr tonnage of 0,5-0,75% ore between the winze
and the surface, A second shoot may be found just to the south
of the ralse also sxtending to the surface,

Toecations

The Wadsworth tungsten mine is In the southern Virginla
Mountel ns, Washoe County, Nevada h miles west of Wadsworth on the
Truckee River, The property is cesily accessible and can be
resched by driving west from Wadsworth on U, S, highway No, 40,
The Southern Peciflc Railroad is only & few hundred feet from

the mine,
Cwmershio &
WM”‘;?L Rae '/iu,."'.f,pj Lowen  §9 Pl ke §
Thne ﬁadswarth tunmsﬁ&n mina property, comprising app~
roximately 400 acres, was purchssed from the Southern Papific

Company and private land owners in 1939 and 1940,
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ssatsbence-in the fleld and Nr, John Helzer, manager for the
Rare Metoln 6ar§3ratien[ fer-all informetion concerning the

history, development, and production,

History:

Operaticns on the Wadsworth property sterted in Jan-
uary 1940, There was a delay in driving the main adit due to
the necesslity of splling under the sandy highway i1l wund loocse
alluvium, During November 1941, mining operstions ceased,
Prior to the shut-down during September, Cctober, and the first
part of Hove ber, the Rere Ketals Corporatlicn dismond ﬂrillod
6 holes, a total of 990,5 feet, All of the drilling was under-
ground,

¥r, lelzer recently informed me that operations are
expected to contlinue Just as soon as & mining crew becomes
evallable,
froductions

There are no accurate production figures avallable
at this time, Nr, Holszer informed me that during the period
of operation apyrcximat&ly hGQ tenx Gf cre that avarag&d 0.5%

in WG, were shipred ta Teulan 50 milen northeasterly af tna

mina.j Because-of -bhe nearnessof e -good hlghway and-& rall-
road, shlpplng of ore to Teulen should-afford no problems- The
Joulon #1ll and #adsworth mine are owned by the same Coryorat=
ion and as & consegquence bthere should be no added oost to mille-
ing the miNsd orey—

Kine Workings:

The mine workings consist of an adit 600! 1&ng, a

shallow winze, a ralse to the surface, and several cuts, plts,

and trenches,
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E ment s
The mining equipment includes two ore cars, an air
compregsor, several drllling machines, and sufflcient tools
to operate 2 amel) mine, Water for mining purposes may be
ohtained from §§;~ama11 irrigation diteh that passes through
the property.

Geolcozys

The property is underlain by granitic intrusives and
meteamorphlcs and ls bordered on the north and west Dy Tertlary
voleanles and pyroclastics, on the south and easzt by aliuvium,
A The granitic Intrusives include granodlorite, aplite and mon=-
/ sonite and intruded metamorphics made up of calc-sillcate horn-
fels, hornfels, schlst, and tactite,

The genersl strike of the metamorphics is from
¥ 35° to 40° & and the dip 1s(N, & W) 67° to 80% In the
southeastern part of the area, the mﬁtamaryniex strike N 62° w
and the dip 1s from 56° to 60° S, W, This difference in
strike and dip of the metamorphlics may be due to the rotating
effects of the forge of the granitlic intrusive,

Several small fault have offset the aplite dike and

tactite zones, The offsst in £l rlaces 1s small and not

enough to

0 cause dilficultiss In mining,

Sgheelite: Deposits:

‘ Although there 1s a consldersble smount of tactitlc-
locking rock present; not all of it carries scheslite, I
consider much of thils tactitie-looking roe's a cale~-silicate

hornfels which contains lenses and beds of typleal sectite,
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It 1s in this teactite that all of the scheelite was deposited,
The tactlite is medlum to cocarse~gralned and is comp-
osed of garnet, spldote, and quartz with minor smounts of cal~
site; pyroxene, and pyrite, The scheelite occurs as well-defined
erystalas disseminated through the rock or as coatings on fract=-
ures or joint surfaces,
There 1s a2 possibility of two ore zones, Zone A

;cutcéb§éiat Ssmple No, 17 ( sites of samples cut by the Rare

. Metals Corporation sbout which no informaticn could be ob=-

tained) and is encountered underground &t the winze, Zone B
also outerops, Thls latter zone conslats of two separated
taatitaf;amh about 3 feet wide and tracable for 30 feet, Zone
B 1s encpuntered underground just south of the ralse, (done

\

A is dbopt 3 feet wide and about 50 feet 1&&59

Reserves:
'

»;Vﬁeﬁt of the commerclal ore will come from these two

Zoneg 4 |

Yeasured Ore: 15 tons at 6,754 of WOz in ore bins,

Indicabed Inferred
Zone Tonnage Grade Ionnage Grade
Zone A 500 05=-0,755 300 0.5=0,75%
Zone B 2l,00 0,3=0,5% 1000 043~0,5%

A small production might come from the other zones that

show on the surface,



