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Paleozoic sedimentl cutby granodiontc and capped

,,hy tertiary lavas. Vema ani placex gravrell. S
., Mountam City District a.nd town are:on the wahee
. River 90 miles from Elko over paved roada. It is
in Townah:pc 45 aud 46 N. v R 53 E :

- The diatrict was discov&ud by Jeuc Copo aud cthe:
-in 1869, according to Lincoln. . A rush followed and -
“the town soon had a populatiou of over 1000, with on
~mill in: operation and two.more under construction: to
- treat silver.ore; Prior to-1831 over:$1,000,000 in
;.;,nlver was produced from shallaw- -workings. - A 50-ton.
flotation mill. wae built at the Nelaon Mine in 1921,
_but eilver mining operziion was. not: proﬁtahtc. ~In
1923 Keeiey and Hopiins hada 9=stamp smdg;mating
nd conceutriting mill in operation. -Thers was. oome
‘placer mining, estimated to have: produu& abaout
$150 000 in gold. The lilvu ore was. rich but the




- Notes from a report by Thomas B Nolan. U S.
Survey 1932 .'L _ ‘

Silvor and Gold First discoverzes were in 1869 by
- Jesse Cope and others. In the Seventies 3 small silver
.. mills were operating, Production in silver up to 1881
-'is stated to have been over $1,000, 000, all from sur
face and shallow mining,” ‘During- the late Eighties or
early Nineties three gold mills were built, but none -
‘were running by 1908 and from then up to the time .
of Nolans report in 1932 there was essentially no B
" 1nining., In 1921 a 50-ton mill was built on the old
Nelson Mine, but production waa negligible,

Copper. In November, 1931, S, F, Hunt chscoveredl':
-rich copper ore on the Rio Tinto claims, The story of

- the discovery is interesting and indicates the petsis- ..

- - tence and courage of this pioneer which led to fortune.

- A part of his profits were made available to the Mackey"j"f' S

School of Mines of the University of Nevada, The pro-.
"*perty was examined by the writer, Alfred Merritt -
- ‘SBmith and Carl Stoddard, for the Nevada State Bureau .
~of Mines, 'and a brief description of the status of - -

/the mine was written. by Smith for the Press, June“
'30 1932

. In 1933 Internanonal Smelting and Reﬁmng Company
-a subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Company secur ed .
v“cnntrnl of the 'mine which was thereafter operated as

-the Mountain City Copper Company, Large scale .

.- deveiopment was inaugurated, a 3-compartment -
:“shaft sunk to the 300-foot level, 2 power line was
 built into the district by Idaho Power Company -
‘;irom Jarbidge, -and the construction of a modern
~flotation- mill waa under way, und completed in

“The mine ‘was. first pntmt 'ptoducin baois in 1935,
 zwhen 15,566 tons of ore was shipped yielding 8,199,866
pound- of copper-and 657 ounces of nitve:. ‘with. total
~gross value of $353,738," The best ora hippv d aver.

aged tbout 25% copper. : :

'I‘he property at t.hat time conaiatod of 43 mining ‘elaim;
‘covering some 470 acres, The compauny also owne
adjocant unch 1anda of 177 83 pa.tened ac:'el.




“After a phenommal production of rich ore for aome
.10 years, the mine closed down in 1947'and the company
‘was liquidated. . Of the once thriving and well-built
“town and mill at Rio Tinto:nothing now remains but-
waste dumps and the ghostly rume of an. abandoned
mmmg camp. ,
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8 Or - " Uranium, Happy Joe Mme, near Mounta‘in City is |
’ reported to have made a small production of uranium
" ore during 1956, There are said to be various unde- -
SR R - veloped uranium prospects in the district, It is -

ST - = 77 reported that the Continental Oil Company intends -
el i = to dnll on some of the prospects. N

The Mountain City Uranium Company counsists of .- : :
12 claims northeast of Mountain City that have indicas - . -
tions of uranium deposits. The company is incorpor- - v
porated, with the owners, J. E, Gregory, President.

and M. E. Ray, Secretary-Treasurer, both of Elko, .
Shares are offered £or aale, and development work

is in progress., ' :
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