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~ 21, Placer: Van Duzer district
Location: On the soughwest gide of the Owyhee River, south of
s Mountain City at the eastern edge of the Bull Run Mountains.
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Topographic maps: Mountain City 15-minute quadrangle; Owyhee
15-minute quadrangle; Wild Horse l5-mimute quadrangle,
Geolog:lc maps: Granger, A—¥., Bell, i(-rﬁ - Sinunons, G‘r“&i,
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Accesg: From Elko, 81 miles ‘horth on State Hiahway H—qﬁ 43
to Van Duzexr Creek (6 miles south of Mountain City); ’
ylacers‘ are located alon’g‘ cfxe creek sbuf.hweét of the
Mhee River.’ | |

Exteni:" ‘ Van Duzer Creek drains the low hills west of the Owyhee
“Biver for a distance of about 8 to 9 miles. Most placer -
mining activity was concentrar.ed in t:he upper reaches of the
cmek in the region where the creek channel i3 narrow (secs.
32-34, T. 45 N., R. 53 E., Owyhee quadrangh) The gravel is
usually leas than 15 ,feel: deep and consists of fine gr@vel
‘with subangular and ktounbdékd pebbles. The gold vgriaa in

size from fine dust to nuggets of 5 or 6 ounces.

52




€
Production: The Van Duzer placers were diseovered in 1893 by
Rutley M. wDodward who: worked the gtavals by sluicing and
hydmltc mathods; Woodward reported recovered $50,000 in
placer gold in the fi.tat years following discovery. The
placers have” been worked sporadically in this century,
usually with good returns in the years worked.

In 1941, the Horrisoﬁ-l(nudsen Company dredged the |
placer area from a point 1& miles north of the junction with
Cobb Creek (NEY sec, 32, T. 45 N., R. 53 E.) downatream about
14 miles to femland (SEk sec. 34, T. 45 N., R. 53 E.). The
gold reco&eréd\ fmm this ,o*peiat:ion was 2,128 ounces,
Subsequanﬁ operat:tohs by differem: companies occurred in
1948 and 1948 on Van Duger Creek and Cobb Creek; the average
value of i:he gold’ recovered from these Operaf:ions wvas 33¢
per cubic yard in 1948 and 70¢ per cubie yard in 1949, Most
of the production credited to the "Mountain City or COre"
diatrict by the U.S. Bureau of Mines was recoveted from the
Van Duzer Creek placets.

Source: The source of the placer gold in Van Duzer Creek is not
well known. Smal}. gold veins distributed thrcughout the

robadl, “re

Ord,{vician Valmy Fomation ﬁemdly-mthe source of the
placer gold,
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