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obtained by sorting or selective- mining.  lenses of sandy material an ) ,
seams of fibrous gypsum ranging in thickness from a few inches to 2 Feet T
occur in the mangenese bed. This material is easily separated #fom the
ore in wuining.. s : o
Ebony Queen Claim

Manganese occurs 2 miles northwest of Boylder City, ‘Nev., near j

Hemmingway Pass on the Ebony- Queen unpatenped claim relocated by J. R, :

Sailor and G. H. Miller of lLas Vegas, Ne#., in January 1937. This j
deposit was explored about 1925 .by seferal open-cuts totaling ‘about 50 ¢
f&et of work. Nothing has ever beén produced. v §

The deposit strikin
crops for several hun
consists of a nmixt
feet in width,.

rforthwest and southeast and dipping TS’ out-
2d feet along the side of a small hill, Material
e of iron and manganese oxide ranging from I to 10
o information on the mangsnese content is available.

MOAPA DISTRICT

(Gypsum, Volcanic¢ Ash)

The Moapa district is in the vicinity of. Moapa, Nev., a station on
the Union Pacific R.R. that connects Los Angeles, Calif., and Salt Lake
City, Utah. Gypsum and volcanic ash occur in this arca but the only- ‘
production has, been gypsum . :

Gypsum .Deposits

From 1919 to 1923 the White Star Plaster Co. exploited a gypsum )
deposit 3 1/2 miles east of Moapa. The White Star mill originally con- , .
tained %two lO-foot, oil-fired, calcining kettles, but the plant was ’
enlargei to be a j-kettle mill in 1922, During 1922 shipmemts of plaster.
to Los Angeles, Calif., averaged about 3,000 tone per monthhﬁ

In 1923 the company ceased operations, and no wewk has been done on
the deposits since. ‘

Two beds of gypsum occur in lime&tone but only the lower bed was
exploited. This bed is from 30 to uo feet. thick, dipsabout 30°, and is
exposed for several thousand feet,

In the Muddy River Valley, about % miles south of Moapa, lies the .
Anderson gypsum deposit. Strate of gypsun interbedded with shale outerop .
for a distance of '3 miles. Within a gypsiferous zone several hundred feet
thick are strata of réck gypsum apparently containing no anhydrite. The
principal gypsum bed is from 10 to 6D f@et thick, and it could be mined a
low cost. '

23/ Lincoln, Frm@cis Church Mining Bistricts and Mineral Resources of
Nevada' Mackay Sch. Mine% Bull., 1923, P 22 23.
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The nearest railroad point s Jeckson Siding, L miles east of the
deposit, on-the St. Thomas branch of the Unién Pacific R.R. About 20
years ago the Rex Plaster Co. shipped a small amount of gypsum from this
deposit to a plant in Los Angeles. ’ 2

Volcanic Ash Deposit

A deposit of volcanic ash owned by the Dotson Bros., Mart and Henry,
of Logandale, Yev., occurs 13.6 miles northwest of Moapa. The deposit
is covered by four unpatented lode claims. :

The volcanic ash occurs as & horizontal bed abouvt 30 inches thick, .
exposed on a side of a bluff for a dis*ance of about 1 mile. The material
is wncemented, fine-grained, and gray in color. No effort has been made
to work the deposit,

"Tin Deposit

In 1936 tin was reported to have been found about 13 miles southeast
of Moape, Nev. The Cosmo Mining Co. acquired a large group of claims and
some stock was sold. Pieces of sandstone stoined with manganese, said to
contain tin, were taken by the writer. A composite sample of the material
was analysed by the Mackay School of Mineslaboratory at Reno, Nev., but no
tin was found.

MUDDY MOUNTAINS DISTRICT
(Borates, Gypsum, Silicae Sand, Bentonite, Sodium Swfphate)

Deposits of borates, gypsum, silica sand, bentogife, and sodium
sulphate occur in the southern part of the Muddy Mpfhtains in eastern Clark
County north of Lake Mead. The only production any consequence has been
from the borate deposits. The non-metallic degfosits that occur in the
northern part of the Muddy Mountains are degfribed in this paper under the
Moapa and St. Thomas districts.

The borate deposits, which occup’chiefly as colemanite (Ca236011.13H20),
are of interest in that they constjfute the only commercial occurrences of -
this mineral in the United Stateg outside of California. These deposits:
were discovered in 1920 and 1921 and were exploited from 1922 to 1928, In
the latter year operations c#ased, due to the discovery of a new boron
mineral, kernite (Na B,OY.‘IQO), near Kramer, San Bernardino County, Callf,
Because of the different/types of borate deposits that have been worked
successively in the U ed States, the borax industry has been very un-
stable, and at every/stage of development different processes of exploita-
tion were devised. ' ’

In the Unjfed States the industry began with the discovery of borax
(NaEBuO7.lOHr ) by John A. Veatch in the waters of Tuscan Springs, Tahama
County, Calff. Doctor Veatch extended his search, and other deposits were
fhe same year on the east side 6f Clear Lake, Calif. The borax

- 57 =




