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MINERAL HILL MINING DISTRICT

Location. The Mimeral Hill mining district is on the west flank of the
Sulphur Springs (Pinyon) Wﬂ,.vmmw« in Sec. 10; T. 26 N., R. 52 E. (see U. 8.
Geological Survey, xmmx nm topographic qundtmle mp) east-central Rureka

County.

The district was discovered in 1868. Over

$2,500,000 worth of ore has been produced. mning was continuous from 1868 to
1.897. much of the production being in the early 1870's. There was some additional
production from 1912 to 1919. Values were mostly in silver with soms gold, copper,
lead, and sinc. |

Developments. The workings sre not extensive, reportedly totalling some
3,000 feet. They include principally open cuts, adits,and shallow stopes.

Previous Work. Rwmons (1910, p. 96) described the geology; Vanderburg
(1938, p. 51) adds information about the history of éha district and metallurgical
treatment of the ore.

Ihe Rocks. In the Sulphur Springs Range, Paleoxoic limestone rests on shale
vhich in turn overlies Devonian quartzite. These rocks ave folded into a syncline
vhose axis liss east of the ore deposits.

The ore depasits are in gray, crystalline, dolemitic “"""‘,’“‘ dipping
45°=75° E. Three narrow dikes, striking wic and dipping steeply south,cut the
limestone. The dikes are highly altered, the least-altered rock being composad
of quarts, sericite, caleite, and limonite. o

Qrs Bodies. The ore occurs as irregular replacement bcdiu m L lmw.eu
zone cutting the bedding of the limestons. The breceia zome wm muh,
is 1/4 mile long and u‘mral hundred feet wide. m ore bodies oceur in the more
intensely shattered parts of the xzone. They amlv are 10 to 40 fest wide,
extend from the surface to a depth of 120 fqﬂ, and commonly plunge 43° X. The
underlying shale is cut by small barren quarts veins.
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The u#wmluntion mcur'a both as uplacmnta and breccia-filling, and
consgists of quarts, mmmd rock frumnu, calctte, baritt, “silver chloride,
argentite, utnhodriu. galma. coppcr carbomtu, sphulerice, perrphtto,

cerrussite, pelybu:ltt. steffanite, nil.wx brmtde. pyrite, and iron and wmanganese

~ oxides. -

The wall rock ammd t:ho orc bcadua hn hum M.;hly silicified. Numerous

faults, striking east and dtppmg ubmtz 60' u.. cut Mcht.t:hn ore mineralization
and silicification. o

s. Eissler (1898) uﬁi%t that molybdenite occurs in the
ore.
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