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Mineral Deposits Branch

May 8, 1958
Memorandum
To: Record (not for public distribution)

From: D. M. Lemmon

Subject: Notes onm visit to Nevada-Masschusetts Company tungsten mines

at Tungsten, Pershing County, Nevada, April 16-17, 1958

Accompanied by Robert E. Wallace and Donald B. Tatlock,
I spent two days (April 16-17) teking a quick look at current
operation of the Nevada-Massachusetts Company and at the work done
since my last visit im 1951. Ve examined the Company maps of surface
and underground workings, visited the various surface pits, and went
underground in the Sutton No. 2 mine on the 125~ and 625-foot
levels. We also visited the mill briefly.

The Company is still operating although on a greatly
reduced basis. With a payroll of 80 men (contrasted to more than
300 a few years ago), work is restricted to two open pits
(Sutton No. 1 Pit and Footwall Pit east of Suttom No. 2 mine), and
two mines (Sutton No. 2 and Humboldt). The mill is concentrating
about 400 tons of ore a day, with a 4~day shutdown every two weeks.
No conecentrate has been scld since January.

Mine development has been favorable, and the proparty
appears to be in shape to continue production for a long time at
a rate of perhaps 50,000 units W03 a year provided ecomomic
conditions warrant. The grade of ore milled has ranged from
0.3 to 0.5 percent in recent years and may improve as the ratio
of mine ore to open pit ore increases.

Sutton No. 2 mine (North Sytton). Opened to the
850-foot level by an underground inclined shaft with one
hoisting compartment and manway, levels at 125-foot intervals
on 67° incline. The 125-foot level is extended south of the
shaft to a point about 600 feet from the Sutton No. 1 workings
and north of the shaft to the Uncle Sam area., a total distance
of about 3,600 feet. The 250-foot level is extended nesrly as
far in both directions. The south face of the 625-foot level
is now in the granodiorite dike beneath the adit portal; there is
no indication on this level or the lower omes of any decrease in
the length or grade of ore. Average grade may be sbout 0.4 percent.




Stank mine. Opened by a shaft to 700 feet, a winze
from 700 to 1,200, and a second winze from 1,200 to 1,300 feet.
The 1,300-foot level has been drifted out in good ore and the
outlook for the ore body is more favorable now tham in years
past. The mine is inactive. The winze from 700~ to 1,200-foot
levels will be extended to the 1,300-foot level before mining of
the lower ore block. Grade of ore perhaps 1.0 percent or better.

Humboldt mine. Shaft deepened to 1,850~foot level and
crosscut started toward ore bed. Some ore remains to be stoped
on 1,725-foot level, north. Mine ventilation has been disturbed
by the open pit operation, resulting in filling of formerly
open stopes. Consequently, the main shaft is now upcast rather
than downcast and timber decay has increased.

South Sutton (No. 1) mine. Developed by open pits and
by workings on 100~ and 200-foot levels. Ore on 300-foot level

only partly developed.

Ore reserves. My impression is that ore reserves have
been well-maintained, development in the Suttom No. 2 is well
ahead, and sufficient ore is broken in shrinkage stopes to
permit continuation of milling for a while without mining. I do
not have the Company's ore reserve estimates. Geologically,
conditions continue favorable and justify inferemnce that a half
million to 2 million more units of W03 can be produced if
economic conditions permit, I will try to get some better dope
on reserves later or this year.

Original to T. P. Thayer

ce: Ogden Tweto
R. E. Wallace

Lemmon  :

DML: sws




_Feb26, /7T R RN ;
///5//’ M Rechard . J’eaers/‘fé’m « o :
. o Cresta. V /5/»( hane, FPorfote Ve aﬁ% PSS -t r00. o

) W o (ot Boshn. Bwé) o ducihiling 100 frn_

Pttt ot mts % % WZ;@_, (}94/’5/&&?
_ f&m/ 3092 Ton ol stivm ‘

UsfBr, Lotden. @4 W )/ forrarky ooz

. M«va amZ:m o ‘. ”Z;,/z/ﬂ o~ ]

- 20%, ,W_é)3. /\/W ’th My/ Ul 7[,&4:02//@ ?ﬁ




»

4




W_;&/ﬁw- Pbns . PWW») Go. Kot

Canet 4e _Lhectaud 4744(:_\41‘ Cevvieny Taw pecrarte  em bovelock, —

H land _grid o m\.ﬁM e Affinnr =

gw Cornine wtre. W en 3N ZYE. B o
M ‘4@ Y SIS S Y ZMkml/nd /% ........ -
Diversiom — Coval ta _callod .Dw/.sum Conal '-‘myvzjv

/\/W'?nwa—e’

JM .&zmm 2 Poun v%/_z;m Wil 0, _Waden R o
N VY 2.3 W P ~eraney ol be there Z‘:—Zm Wsm e

o et el DMEA /wﬁwv/‘s 0~ W W/‘Z “2"”"‘" .

WW@M &ij MW@@M :

GG gt S




,72;%«440, kwuﬁ#n‘%7

254 AUW 1746 4,(7/& wam e




3 VAR RooRLHUSE G LOITIP

(:
&
FosETEN . B Folucaes o 4 o TREC] HAvadusts
Location of Mine and Plants ‘ B Mine
- TUNGSTEN, NEVADA TUNGSTE!
Teletype No. :;TUNGSTEN MINE NEV. 190 ‘ _ . R P, O ‘Box 667,
Telephone No.: IMLAY, NEV. 2571 ‘ : ) SOI"OI"&, Ca. 9)370

October 6, 1972

Mr, Dwignt Lemmon,

U.S., Geological Survey,
345 Middlefield Road,
Menlo Park, California

Dear Mr, Lemmon:

"This letter 1s our authorization to you td release those'

production. . figures for Nevada-Massachusetts Company, whose
mining properties are in the Eugene Mountains, Pershing
County, Nevada, and which previously and for. certain

years were reserved from release by Nevada—Massachusetts

- Company. .

This release to you covers those production figures

given to the Bureau of Mines annually, some of which were
reserved from release by us, This also refers to my
verbal release to you in our telephone conversation of
this date. . :

Kou do not have figures cdvering the period 1917 to'
192 we have these production records on file and would
be able to give them' to you. :

Thank you for your courtesy in this matter. It-was ’
good to talk with you. ’

Kindest personal regards,
| Sincerely yours,

Lt T

* t 3
Charles H. (?ﬁgerstr m, J
Presldent

ca: Mine file

i
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

lovalook, levada
wiober 12, 1945

Mre Te 24 Nolan
Us Ge Goological Surwey
“ashington, D. Cs

Pear d&re Nolans

Subjectt esuse of Opsrations st Nevada . gssschusetis Coe, 11 City, leveda,
June 1, 1943 to Cotober 12, 1945

On October 11 I visited tie leveda .assschusetts Coe operation st 1111 Sl
Toe lsbor pltustion sppears to Yo more or less stabliliged et & position somewhat bet=
tor than in Jums. Ths ascunt of developmenut work completed since June 1 hes been
greatar than I expecled, and Loe results have beea gratifyinge If u cirew of the pre=
sont slze can %e held during the nexi year (Jctober 1543~ Uctover 1944), produsticn
of tunzeten concentrate ghould souewhat excesd thet during the pest yeare The pro~
dustgon of concentrate from trestient of tailings will probably drop sherply in about
anothor year, but the likelinood of continued substantial yreduetion of concentrate
from ore bveyood this time is goode

Humboldt~Cpringer mine: The reserve of developed ore has been incressed
since Juns and mow totals, exclusive of broken ore, about 11,000 tons sversging be=
tusen 075 and 1.0% WOze Uroken ore may total 3500 or 4000 touge

Husboldt beds A block of ore estisated to contaln 4000 tons averaging
10 %03 lles wlow the 1575' level and above & gently dipping pre~mimeral displece=~
aambe 2 block hse now Leen developed and will be mined with a slushepe A 3rosg=
eut driven from the shaft gtetion on the 1700' level intersecied the bed at the ex=
pected positione Lrifis have boen started nortn snd south in 3° of ore aversging be=
thoen 0e75 and 1407 W0se An ore shoot 100' long on this level would probably yield
botweon 2900 and S000 fons frouw stopes above ihe levele A leng nole ig being drilled
south fron the 1700 statlion to prospedt for a possible south segment of the beds

Springer bed:s A slope expected 0 conteldn 4500 tons of ore has been
outlined Letween the 1100' wul P75' levelse Grsde will probably eversre letween Ce75
ond 1.0% #0ge On the 725’ lewel, a prospect drift s being driven northward slong
the Opringer beds This is the woel northerly work that hes been done on the bed below
the train tunnol end ie 500" north of the northernmost Springer stopese lore the bed
avoragee between 1' and 2' wide aud conteins about Q05 A surlgee drill hole
intereected 3' of ors at a depth of 150" below a cropping Springer (?) bed in Piek-
handle Gulche Eventuelly this area #ill be prospected from tue 400! level Sprirger
mkln;--

Georgs bedd Tis sub~icvel sbove tue train tunnel has been driven southe
rd 40 a point slmoet Lemeath luuboldt Canyone e last 50' of this drift
s been in spotty ore tast may averags 0754 v lestorday's face probably
veraged Je0fee Unfortunstely Lus backs ars from 30' to 45's If thils
continues southwerd beneath exposures of ors on the south side of Lie
nyon, several thousend tons mey be devsloped ebevs tue sub~lsvele The morth
. of the sub=level has heen driven more than 300' without Pinding the bede
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It ie now paseing below a fine surfice shosing of ors et a depth of sbout 160%
A erosecut weg driven along a dissond drill lole to une George ved

from the
north end of the gouth “priager drift on the 725" levele Drifts are boing extended

moris snd souih slong the Bede In the south drift 48" of 0.67 W03 ore

if

to stope (0-25 #0%)e Two othor noles drilled fortber south
are the Gsorge dede Soouer or lator (hoee lnlerssetions =41l be

&
§

'Mﬂan Doveloprent work in the “tenk mine has not been as frultful

aversging &
has been developed aud Lhe fate i in oree Ihe north drift, now 450 s i
in

Yo

in the lmabolit=ipringur, and ihe regorve of blocked=out ore has deelined Yo
Drif'ts have beon continued gouthward om the 400', 500%, 600' and 700" levelse Un
the 400' level, 45" of ore iz developed south of the Codd 2ikee T remaining 190°
of drift 1o in low=grade or barren bed, mostly lissstonse The S00' and 600" levels
are gtopped in the dike for want of gob spacee The 700' level penotirated 30 of ore
south of the dike snd then sbout 20' of lowwgrede or herren limy bede It seems llkew
iy that a shoot averaging 35 or 40" long can be stoped £rom the 700" level 4o some
point above the 400' levele This blosk would contaln sbout 4000 tons of 075 to 1le0%
Urée
3 A wedge of ore is belng undercended along the granite contget st the north
end of the 12007 levele ihen sulflolent gob spooe has bean provided by this work,
& sta will ke cut mear the dike 300" south of Lie crossout on thls level, end s
wdaze will o sunk in oree from this winme the 'wi lar blosk of bounded by

3

ie expected i conlaln beteeen 10,000 and 15,000 tons of oree

Berth Zutton alme: The North Sutton shalt kas boon doepersd 129 ond o
station is now telng eut for the 290" lavele Olnking will be continued for at

ue saterially as the 250" level s driftede.
Sincerely yours,
Te s Holan

Flile Hy Re Eleppey

are
200" level, the =ain granite body and the dike will bLe uinede This blook of ore

the 125' level,
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