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Tung ften dmposits in the Mill City mining dlstrict woere discovered i 1917,

o

In 1918, two 125-ton gravny-type concentrators wers exected by the Paciflicl
Tungsten Co, .‘ and the Nevada-Humboldt Tungsten Mines Co. A pumping plant
about 4 milafs east of ‘I’ungstez\x. waa installed by the 2 companies <;n the Humboldt
River, a.nd a wpply pipeline laid from thio plant to the mills, An e!@ctﬁ: trans-
missicn line, also jeintly owned by the cgm}mﬁieﬁ mentioned, was extonded
from Qreang to the:mines. The 1&&# pri.ce offered for tungsten cénéantratea in
1919 forced suspension of operations. The properiics wr;wre inactive until 1924,

The Nevada~Massachugetts Co.Inc,, orgenized in 1924, purchased the
Pacific Tungaten Co. The Humboldt tunysten mine was acquired the following
year. Operations began in May 1925 and have been continuous except for a short
pexriod in 1932 and from the last of June 1958 to the present.

The I\Ie;adawlxdaasachuseﬁtn area is undorlain by metomorphosed-Triassic
sediments over 4, 000 feet thick. The area has been cust in varicus directions
by dikes of granodiorite, aplite, quartzdiorite, and andesite. The Triassic bed.é
trend N.lo;fo 30°E.with dips of 60°to 70°W. A mass of granodiorite, about
2, 500 wide to 3, 000 feet long in surface dimension, covers the central part of
the ditrict. This igneous mass probably was the source of the tungsten-bearing
solutions, and that contact metamorphism of the adjacent limestone beds resulted
in the formation of scheclite-beazing tactite bodics.

The more highly metamorphosed scheclite-bearing beds are distinguished

by their shundance of garnet and epidota_., The beds are known locally, from

east to west, as the East, East-West, Sutton, Humboldt, Springer, Stank,
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Yellow~Schoslite, Keyes, Sumenil, Hawd Lack Cecrge, and Yest Deds as shown
(9 . N

in figure o

"

FICURE 1. = Topographic ard Ceologle Map, Mevadau-liassachuesallo Lo
N

The scheolite ceeuys ag orystals ranging in size fyvonm ¢ plueboad to ssveral

tnchos in dameter. Minor constitvents in (he ore are pyrite, chalecopyrite,

(&4

Wm. and axrsenopyvite. Tho gonnue minerals arve silicates of Ume,

magnwim.. end iron, of \yhich gm‘mt el epldote ave the most abundant. |
The yrmrtjr has been developed by 2 fnclined aha ":'z.u-s';tamk and Humboldt.

The shafts have been punk to &mﬁw of 1,300 and 1, 850 feet, respaciivoly,

with levels at 100 feet intorvals, The mineralized

o

eds wery mined by
shrinksge stopes because the dip was favorable and a mirdmom of pupport

was necessary. Iin vecent years, n considerable tanmsze of ore was mined

!
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from suriace pits.
During peak production, wmindng was at thoe rate of 609 tone of ere o day.
The ors sveraged about 0.5 percent WOs. The ore reserves ars eufficlent

¥

1o supply this rate of production fory several years. The property waa shut

down in 1956, ond the surface plant and mill sold in 3962,
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