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September 24, 1969

-~

Mr. Clayton T. McNeil, E. M.
300 Mentgomery Street, Room £22
San PFrancisco, California

Dear Mr. McNeil:

Snclosed you will find a reconnaissance report on
the Mendive claims, Whisky Canyon area, Lander
County, Nevada.

Should you have any questions or comments concerning
the recommendations I have made, I will be happy to
discuss them with you.

Sincerely,

S

Joseph V. Tingley \
‘Mining Geologist \




SUMMARY

The Mendive property, consisting of four unpatented
lode mining clains is located near the head of Whisky
Canyon in Sections 26 and 27, T30N, R4SE, Lander '
County, Nevada.
Gold mineralijzation within the claim group occured f
in a west-northwest trending shecar zone near the
intersection of the zone with the Whisky Canyon thrust
fault.
An exploration target exists west of the Mendive claim
rea where the shear zone may intersect the south-
westerly projection of the Yankee vein-fault. A
replacement ore body could exist on this'interseétion
at depth where the structure would cut the underlying
thrust sheet.
A geochemical survey should be conducted over the out-
_ linéd area of interest. If the results of this survey
are favorable, the Mendive claims should be optioned

and a drilling program should be planned.
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INTRODUCTION:

At the request of Mr. Clayton T. McNeil, 300 Montgomery
Street, San Fraoncisco, California, a reconnaissance
exanination of the Mendive claims was made on August &4,

1969.

LOCATION

The Mendive claims are located at the head of Whisky
Canyon in Sections 26 and 27, T30N, R45E, Lander

- - County, Nevada. The property bounds the Betty O'Neal

mining property on fhe southwest. A. dirt road branching
southwest from the road leading to the old Betty |
O'Neal mill leads into Whisky Canyon and can bhe followed

gsouth onto the Mendive claims.

WNERSHIP

-

Mrs. Mendive of Battle Mountain, Nevada owns the.Méndive

claim group. The property is composed of four unpatented



lode mining claims; the Purple Mask, Celestine O'Neal;

Treasure Vault, and Mastadon.

GEOLOGY AND MINSRALIZATION

Whiéky Cenyon follows the trace of the Whisky Canyon
thrust fault. On the west side ofythe canyon, Antler
‘Peak limestone forms the upper plate of the thrust.

To the east in the lower plate of the thrust, gquartzite
and chert of the Valmy formation crop out. The complex
| vein system of the Betty O'Neal mine formed in these

| lower plate rocks approximately three quarter's of a |
mile north of the Mendive area, ‘
One structure thought fo be an important ore cohtrol
m;.at'the Betty O'Neal, the Yankee vein-fault, can be
projected to cross the Whisky Canyon thrusf and pass
into upper plate limestone slightly nofthwest of the
Mendive claim group. If the Yankee structure continues
to the southwest, if would cross the western tip of the
Purple Mask claim about 1500' northwest of mine Qump
.on the Celestine 0'Neal clain.

Mining within the claim group has been confined to é
mineralized, west-northwest trending shear zone which
crops out near the west end of the Celestine.O'Neal

claim. On the east side of Whisky canyon where the
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shear zone iatecrsects lower'plate Valmy rocks, the

zone varics from five to fiiteen fcet in ;idth and is

completely oxidized on the surface. As the zone is

followed into the limestone upper plate, the shear

narrows between well defined walls and seems to fade
toward . .the west..

Massive pyrite secen on the main mine dump on the

- Celestine O'Ncal indicates that unbxidized replace-

nent ore was found not far below the outcrop. According

. to local information, ore from the claim group contained

free-nilling gold at surface, averaging one half ounce.
in value. At shallow depth, the ofe became "base",

and dropped in gold content. .

No doubt the high gold content zone near the surface

. was formed through oxidation and enrichment of a low=-

grade primary sulfide occurrance. Since the dunmps

and adits on the'property are“on or near the thrust
contact, it is possible this contact itself acted as

a control for the mineralization.
EXPLORATION POTENTIAL
The mineralized shear zone on the Celestine O'Neal

and Purple Mask claims is striking toward a possible

intersection with the Yankeé vein-fault ﬁrojection.
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If these structures pass down beneath the thrust zone,
a replacement ore body with values in both gold and
silver could form beneath the favorable limestone
hanging wall.

The dip of the thrust is not known; if it is too steep
fhe favorable area would be too deep to be of interes#.'
The area of potential interest lies mostly within
Condor Corporation ground on the Betty O0'Neal, South
Extension claim, but it also includes the Purple Mask
claim and some unclaimed ground to the west of both

clainms.

CONCLUSIONS

The Mendive claim area offers fair potential for the
discovery of a small to medium sized gold-siiver ore
body. '

The best way to prospect the area of ihterest.would be
through the use of geochemical sampling followed by
~drilling.

RECOMMENDATIONS .
i.‘ A geochenical survey should be conducted dver.thé

.area of the suspectéd structural intersection.

Sampling should be confined to fracture coatings or




vein materizl.

If an anomaly can be outlined, one diamond drill
hole should be drilled to prospect the area beneath
the tarust fault.

If the thrust is not penetrated within a reasonable

distance, the project should bé abandonded,

Prior to drilling, the Merdive claims should be
Optioned; and three additional claims should be
staked to cover the open ground west of the

Purple Mask claim.

Respectfully submitted,

s

Joseph V. Tingley
Mining Geologist
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u\{-{l M'%Lu CIGAR AECRALORIE

CHEMISTS © ASSAYERS ® SPECTROGRAPHERS

1142 HOWARD STREET o SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFOKNIA 94103 . ° AREA CODE 415 863-8575

REPORT OF ASSAY

Y

-'-submitted by M. Clayton T. McNeil ' Date August 26, 1969
. Cendor Corporation : :
S 300 Montgcmery Street, Rocm 822 _'
San Francisco, Cahforma Sample ofMinerals
P. O. No.’ o ‘ ' Lab. No.£2944
) M N RK GOLD, PER TON OF 2,000 LBS. .| -SILVER, PER TON OF 2,000 LBS. .
A TROY OUNCES | VALUE AT $35.00 OZ | TROY OUNCES VALUE % : % %
THC-1 | 0.01 0.95
THE-2 - 0.035 c.%8
TUC-3 ' 0.63 1.67
TWC-4 0.18 ~ 1.01
£~
A 3} '

el J. V. Tingley S ' METALLURGICAL LABORATORIES, INC.
¢/o Condor COrporation a e
Box 288 :

Battle Mountain. Nevada
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ASSAY OFFICE -
TUSCARORA, NEVADA  \ r
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