’
-
- , - TromD
; a=ba=1
aug, Zn, Po, Ag,
o . | C\., 1 » [\.}, ;g,
Mining Ddistrict: li;ﬂ DioriIe \ﬂéfﬁ‘“ﬁv"'“”\ DISTRICT) clay, silica,
CALLNA DISTRECY (WASION VALLEY D c"TZTC") sumiczous riiyolite
SUOAT SPRTNGS DISTAICT volcanic cinder,
GrigrEn CLAY PiT geothierral re-
(Gold, Zinc, Lead, Silver, Cooper, SOuUTCESs -

Tungsten, Arsenic, Mercury, Clay,
Silica, Pumiceous Rhyolite, Volcanic
Cinder, Geothermal Resources)

T. 16-17-18 N., R. 19-20 E.

Washoe County, Nevada ‘

USGS Mt. Rose 15-min. quzcdrangle (1950) and
Virginia City 15-min. quudrangle (1950)

GENERAL BACKGROUND

In the following discussion each district will be treated separately.
_? I. Jumbo District

The Jumbo area is located east of Washoe Lake on the western slope
of the Virginia Range, approximately 3 miles west of Virginia City.
Significant mining activity did not begin in the Jumbo area until
the early 1900's, but by 1908 several mines were producing gold and
silver ore. The main period of mining activity and production was
between the years 1908 and 1911. Intermittent placer and smali-scale
lode mining was carried on between the years 1912 %o 1948. Since
1948 no production has been recorded from the district. Recorded
production from the district totals over 8,000 tons of lode material
grossing approximately $31,000. These figures are incomplete, but
total production in the area probably does not exceed $200,000 (2).

GEOLOGICAL AND TECHNICAL DATA

The oldest rocks exposed in the Jumbo area are metasedimentary and
metavolcanic rocks of presumed Triassic and Jurassic age. These
metamorphic rocks have been intruded by granodiorite of Cretaceous(?)
age. Unconformably overlying the Mesozoic rocks are Tertiary rhyo-
litic ash-flows of the Hartford Hilis Rhyolite. The Hartford Hills
.Rhyolite is overlain by andesite flows and breccias of the Alta
Formation which crops out extensively here and in the Virginia City
area. The flows and breccias of the Alta Formation are highly pro-
pylitized in the Jumbo area, but superficial bleaching, characteris-
tic of other mining districts, is minor. Unaltered andesite and
dacite flows and breccias of the Kate Pezk Formation lie unconforma-
bly upon the Alta Formation. According to Bonham (2), intrusive
granodiorite porphyry, simiiar to thit of Mount Davidson in the
Comstock District, may underlie portions of tiiez Jumbo area,
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All of the gold and silver-bearing lode material produced from the
Juwbo District came from properi.cs 1oc&icd 0N VeloL Catil.ag o
Alta Formation. The mincralization occurs zlong two Lntessecaing
fault systems; one fault strikes N, 409-50° L. and dins L0v-00" W,

ané the other fault strikes N, 20°-60° W. and dips NI, Zcewomic
mineralization in the form of free gold is confired to suell isoviated
ore shoots in highly brecciated andcuite of the Alta Formation. .one

of the mineralization appears to occur in well-defincd veins. Asso-
cizted gangue minerals within the fault zones consist of stringers
and lenses of quartz, calcite, and zeolites. Oxidized ore contained
free gold, the main mineral of economic importance in the district.

Minor amounts of gold have been recovered from placer operations in
the area.

POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

The gold and silver-bearing lode material mined in the Jumbo area
occurs along two intersecting foulc systems. twot of the ore was.
oxidized to a depth oi about 250 feet and favorable values were
probably the result of secondary enrichment. Existing mines could
be subject to exploration by small operators in anticipation of
discovery of additional ore shoots, should the price of golid rise
enough to make the venture profitable. However, the ore tenor can
be expected to decrease rapidly below the zone of oxidation. This,
coupled with the irregular and ill-defined distribution of the ore
shoots, suggests a poor future potential for gold production from
the Tertiary section surrounding the Jumbo area.

Pyrite is a nearly universal alteration product around sulfide ore
bodies. The minor extent of bleaching in the Jumbo area indicates
the paucity of sulfur present when post-Miocene hydrothermal solu-
tions penetrated the country rock and consequently, the unlikelihood
of primary sulfide mineralization at depth. However, it is possible.
that the surficial bleaching may represent only minor leakages of
hydrothermal fluids that may have deposited ore at depth. If this
is the case, the basement rocks which underlie the Jumbo area would
be a favorable environment for ore deposition.:

Inasmuch as faverable geology is projected to underlie the Jumbo

area, mineralization in the pre-Tertiary section cannot be discounted.
Possibilities include both .a disseminated and vein-type ore deposit.
If a disseminated-type mineral deposit is present this conjecture

is immaterial as the Tertiary section constitutes an uneconomic
amount of overburden.

Placer deposits in the Jumbo area are not extensive and therefore
not amenable to the economies of large-scale operations, These

.

placers could conceivably be of interest to small operators in the

future as the price of gold rises.
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Past mining operations consisted of iimited underground workings
‘accessible by several shafts and acdit., some of which are now caved.
Open placer workings were presurcbly one or two man operations.
Future mining operations, if any, woyld consist of underground

workings.

In summation, prospecting activities will continue in the Jumbo area
The best pourential
for future production lies in the basement rock beneath the Tertiary

because of its past history of gold production.

section.

As the price of gold continues to rise, basement rocks

beneath the shallower portion of the Tertiary cover will be likely

exploration targets.

COMPANIES AND CLAIMANTS

ACTIVE IN AREA

The Jumbo area is heavily staked with both lode and placer claims.
However, when the area was examined no active mining or exploration

activities other than annual assessment work were no:zed.

The follow-

ing compilation identifies some of the claimants in the Jumbo area:

1. RED MC Group
C. J. McEwen, et.al.
(25 lode claims)

4. HUNT Group 5.
' ( 7 lode élaims)

7. VENUS Group 8.
(3 lode claims)

2. DON Group 3.
(8 lode claims)

ANNIVERSARY LODE Group
I. F, Smith, et.al.
May 1966

(2 lode claims)

TOMAC Group
W. L. Chedester, et.al,

715 Brentwood, Reno

10. ANCHOR 6 11.
w.c. C@HEWQV
Spt-ect 496
((o (o2 Clarm.//

May 1966
(10 lode claims)

EL-MAC Group

R. J. McCann

511 Country Village
Carson City -

1968, 1969

" (8 lode claims)

13. Victoria No. 1  14.
Roy Obester, et.al..

SILVER STAR Group
Geo. Antunovich
Jun. 1969 :
(9 lode claims)

82

JUMBO MINING COMPANY Group
‘Jay MeIntosh

48 High, Reno

1969 '

(lode claims, placer claims) .

6.

12.

POLARIS Group

W. L. Chedester

715 Brentwood, Reno
Jun. 1966

(9 lode claims)

CENTURY Group

W.L. Chedester

715 Brentwood, Reno
Sept. 1966

(2 lode claims)

PRIMIER
R. D. Lewis

421 N. Sierra, Reno
Mar, 1952 '
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