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lacer: IXIsland Mountain dfstrict (Gold Creek)
Location: Alluvial basin morth of Island Mountain, in the unnamed
mountains between the Owyhee River and the Bruneau River.
T. 4 N., R. 55-56 E.
Iopographic maga' Mount Velma 15-—m£mn:e quadrangle
Haeloge A
Geologic maps: GCoash, J.-R., 1967, Geolegy, of the Mount Velma

quadrangle, Elko Couuty, Nwm%érm”wn
Gl&e i’ e de )i, STOO

Access: From Elko, 66 milas north on State Highway 11 and 43 to

the W:lld Borse Raservoir, from thete a dirt road leads east
paralleling Penrod Creek about 4 miles to Island Mountain
aand vicinity.

Extents Placers occur in the alluvial basin on the north side of

Island Mountain (4.3 aeé. 18, T. 44 N., R. 56 E.) ‘ai:d along
ﬁold Creek, Hammond Canyon, and Coleman Canyon which drain
south into the basin (Nl; T. 44 K., R. 55 and 56 E.). Most
of the placer mining was concentra:ed in the shanow gravels
o! the alluvial baain vhich is about 1% miles east-west and
1 wlle north-south. The gravals were worked to an average |

| dspth of 7 fee:, and much coarse gold, mcluding nugget:s

valued at $50, was recovared.
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tigq' The Island uouutain placers were discovered in 1873

by Emanuel Penrod, C. Rousalle, and w Newton- Penrod and a
‘few other:ainers worked the gravels with primitive methods
for about 20 years before outside capital became interested
in the area.” Penrod's claims occupied most of the alluvial
basin. The early production is estimated at about $800,000,
andv thoaé who worked the aréa reportedly reéovared aa much
a8 $1 in gﬁld per hour of labor on the gravels. Ambil:ions
: plaus were made m 1897 to construct a ditch from the
Sunflowat Resgtvoir (built _to store water for pl.acer
mining) to th-;\ placer deposits, but the ditch was not
. completed and the boom pllacer mining days of Iﬁlmd
nouptaiﬁ ended. |
Pl.ader nining was sporadic during this centuty until

~ 1934 when amau-scale placer nining again becama common .

This activity lasted until the late 1950's




gggsgg:‘ The placer gold is ihoughg to have been derived from
| small gold lodes to the nbr;h of the alluvial basin, and
' io have been transportéd south along Gold Creek and the
creeks in Hammond Canyon and Coleman Canyon. The small
gold lé%s are found as wvein and replacement deposits in
pre~Cenozoic rock%jexposod—aomﬁho—noutaaksyg replacement
deposits aré associated with a small inttQ;ive of probable
Cretaceous age which occurs between Hammond and Coleman
Canyon. The placer galdqgag;rhave been derived from this
 sreay gue~th*srts“ﬂbt“eetea£§1m Coash (1967, p. 19) states
that much of the material in the placer gravels is similar to

~older prevolcanic gravels, and the placer gravels, although . &

pos£;§olcanic (late Tertiary) in age, may have been derived

from reworking of the prevolcanic (early Tertiary) gravels., -
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