0240 oo

STORMY DAY
Hooker Mining District

Pershing County, Nevada

Sections 5, 8, 16, 17, 21 & 22

T. 30 N., R. 24 E.

CLQ¢4%Q%;SZJNZL&<__

CHARLES P. SEEL

y7Em 9




INTRODUCTION

. The Stormy Day tungsten prospect has not been presented to General
Electric Company as a formal submittal but the property description
by Johnson and Benson, 1963 (appendix 1) convinced us some time ago
that the area should be examined. Memorial Day (May 30, 1977) provided
the opportunity for a quick visit., Since most of the day was spent
going and coming and seeking access to various parts of the four mile
long claim group, this report must necessarily be of a very reconnaissance

nature but does outline our first impressions of the property.

LOCATION AND ACCESS

The Stormy Day group of claims is situated about 90 miles north
and east of Reno, Nevada along the western flank of the Selemite Range
and just within the Pershing County line about 15 miles southeasterly”
from the town of Gerlach (figure 1).

What appears to be. the obvious access to the area from Winnemucca
(westward on State highway 49) is not recommended. The road is graded
and in fair condition to Sulphur but the 40 mile stretch from Sulphur to
Gerlach is primitive., Access from Winnemucca, or from Reno for that

matter, is best via Interstate 80 to the Fernley exit and then northward




LOCATION MAP

Figure 1
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STORMY DAY , _ PAGE IT

on State highway 34 for 61.7 miles to the turnoff to the original Stormy
Day camp and workings. The turnoff, identified by a small highway sign
marked simply "Limbo Range", is a well travelled dirt road 2.5 miles

to the camp buildings (figure 2 and photo 1).

PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP

The original Stormy Day mine, as I understand it, is not situated
in the Stormy Day claim group but is on 40 acres of deeded land owned
by either a Texas cattle company or a California land company depending
upon the source of the information. The Stormy Day claim group, which
covers the northward extension the area worked as the Stormy Day mine,
gonsists of 36 contiguous unpatented lode claims stretched 4 miles along
the western flank of the Selemite Range in Sectioms 5, 8, 16, 17, 20 and
21, Téwnship 30 North, Range 24 East (Kumiva Peak 15 minutes quadrangle)
in Pershing County, Nevada. According to Johnson and Benson (1963) the
original Stormy Day 10 claims were located by J. J. Thrasher, Helen Thrasher
and Abel Arellano in 1941 since which time the property has exchanged
hands a number of times. Moreover, it appears that the adjoining Thrabent
claim group located first in 1941 by Al Jenkins is now included in the

Stormy Day claim group as follows and as shown in figure 3.

CLAIM NAME NUMBER OF CLAIMS
Stormy Day 3,4,7,8,9,10 6
Stormy Day Frac. 2,3,4 | 3
Hard Rock Fraction 1
North End 1,2.3 3
‘The Extension 7 . ., .. 1.
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STORMY DAY , PAGE III

CLAIM NAME NUMBER OF CLAIMS
Extension 1,2,3,4,5 5
Thrabeet 1 thru 17 ‘17

Total Claim Group 36

Records at Pershing County courthouse and Ettinger (1972) indicate
that the present owners are:
Helen Thrasher
Gerlach, NV 89412
Tel: 702-557-2354
Harold Playford
830 W. Peckham Lane
Reno, NV 89502
Tel: 702-825~-4870
Grove Holcolm
Holcolm Construction Co., Inc.
1135 Pineridge Drive
Reno, NV 89502
Tel: 702-826-3032
An affidavit of annual assessment work covering the entire Storm
Day claim group for the 1975-76 assessment year was filed by Harold
Playford on August 30, 1976 and copies were found posted at portals

on the ground,

HISTORY . AND PRODUCTION

A good account of the history of the Stormy Day property is presented
by Johnson and Bensén (appendix 1). However, it 1s necessary to refer
alsq to the Johnson and Benson parégraph on the adjoining Thrabewt property
(appendix 1) which was acquired by J. J. Thrasher in 1951 and is now an
integral part of the Stormy Day claim group.

Johnson and Benson (1963) assign a total production from the Stormy
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Day mine of about 20,000 tons varying from 0.6 to 1.0% W03 which cal-
culates to around 16,000 total units tungsten, Ed Hager of Winnemucca
worked at Séormy Day during the 1950's and claims that the old workings
are pretty well mined out (oral communicacion) and have been set aside
as a Civil Defense shelter. Keep in mind however that this report dig-
cusses the potential of the Stormy Day claim group which should not be
confused with the history and production the the Stormy Day mine shown
on the Tungsten Mines of Nevada Map compiled by Shilling (1963). As

far as I can tell, there has been no production from the Stormy Day

claim group.

GEOLOGY AND MINERALIZATION

Unfortﬁnately, the geology map of Pershing County is one of ths
three Nevada counties not yet published. It appears, however, that the
Selemite Range is underlain primarily by medium to coarse-grained
cretaceous granodiorite intruding-northwara trending rocks of the Nightin-
gale sequence which are largely argillaceous and calcareous metasediments.
Apparently metasomatic development of tactite took place locally near
the intrusive contact along the western margin of the range for several
miles.

Geology and mineralization of the area of interest is described
by Johnson and Benscn (appendix 1) under the headings of both Stormy
Day and Thrabept properties. A number of adits found toward the southern
end of the claim group hinE posted "Keep Out" and padlocked. However,

one adit toward the north end of the claim group and somewhat higher up

the mountainside (photo 2) was found open and was inspected. This particular
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crosscut adit (which I shall call Thrabert) was driven 216' eastward
through overburden andvsteeply westward dipping metasediments. At
about 100' from the portal there is a strong north-south fault zone
marking the steep frontal margin of the Selemite Range. Drifting

from the face of the crosscut 75' southward and 55' northward along the
nearly vertical contact zone shows 1l.to 4 feet width of garnet tactite
containing pods and streaks of disseminated blue-white and some friable
to smeary yellowish fluorescent scheelite. Although there are narrow
(to 18") streaks of 1% W03, overall grade is estimated at less than
0.30% W03,

If tactite seen on the various dumps is any indication, tungsten
mineralization is erratic. Massive red garnet tactite ranges from
barren to BB size disseminated scheelite. Most of the scheelite seen
under U. V. lamp was hard and of nice blue-white color. Almost all
tactite seems to carry various amounts of'iron, copper and molybdenum

sulfide as the minerals pyrite, chalcopyrite and molybdenite.

ORE RESERVES AND POTENTIAL

In the one underground working examined (which I shall call the Thra-

bert adit) there is a small block of ore both above and below the level
which may develop in the order of 500 tons of perhaps 0.4%Z WO3 ore. I

mention this merely to indicate the grade of material left in place by

miners of the 1950 era. Based on the strength of tungsten mineralization

seen in place and on dumps plus the persistence of the intrusive-meta-
sediments contact there seems to be ample potential for development of

significant tonnages of mineable tungsten ore. It must be mentioned
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however, that Stormy Day is ranked by Perry as having a very remote

probability of developing into a viable tungsten deposit.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Only a very small part of the Stormy Day claim group was examined.
Yet, the past production history and the favorable geologic setting lead
me to conclude that significant concentrations of tungsten mineralization
may exist on the property. The main objections to the prospect at
this point are (1) narrow width of tactite and (2) erratic tungsten
mineralization.

It is recommended that plans be made to examine the entire Stormy

Day claim group and surrounding area as soon as convenient.
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