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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
| PERLITE RESOURCES
Meadow Valley Wash Area
Clark and Lincoln Céunties, Nevada

Beaver and Millard Counties, Utah

By K. L. Cochran, Geologist
August 17, 1951
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The bulk of the company's crude production i1s for the
manufacture of light-weight plasgter aggregate. The Metropolitan
Housing Project in Los Angeles and the North Long Beach Develop-
ment at North Long Beach, California, have been plastered with
perlite aggregate from this source. It is also bteing shipped to
Cleveland and Akron, Ohio; Carnegle, Pennsylvania; Nashville,
Tennessee; Sausalito, California; Houston and Dallas, Texas;
Grand Replds, Michigan and 8t. Louls, Missouri. -

Some of the production ig used for light-weilght concrete
aggregate, pre-cast roofing slabs and prafabricated housing. Re-
cently consideratle demand hes arisen .for expanded perlite es a
light-welght aggregate in oil well drilling both as an aggregate -
in cementing and as a medium to aid in restoring lost circulation.
The Panacalite-Pacific Company, Inc., of Los Angeles produces two
speclality products knouwn to the trade as "Pana Seal" and "Pana Crete'.
. Since perlite is chemically inert, it can te comtined with any dril-
ling ,fluid mix without fear of causing flocculation of the mud.

The brand name is "Panacalite" and 1t is packaged in stan-
dard four cublc foot bags at the expsnding plant to facilitate
distribution. Reteil prices of the crude ore, f.o.b. Piloche, Nev-
ada, start at $6.50 per ton and the expanded product »rice varies
according to the locality. (See Plate XX)

U. 8. Perlité Manufecturing Company's Depogit -~ Goodsprings, Nev.

This perlite deposit 1s located in the Goodsprings
Mining District atout 20 miles southerly from the town of Good-
springs, Nevada. It consists of 10 placer mining claims which
were located in 1945 and only discovery and annual assessment
work have teen performed to develop the deposit. The United States
Perlite Manufacturing Company is under the direction of Messrs.
Harris Hammond and A. R. Chandler of 609 South Grand Avenue, Los
Angeles, California. '

The deposit is unique in its occurrence in that it is
surrounded bty limestone and dolomitic limestone sedimentary de-
posits. It appears that a fissure or vent heas opened in tre lime-
stone to allow a mass of perlite and dacite to flow out and down
en erosional gully in the limestone. (See Plates XVIII and XIX).
The front of the flow 1s charecterized by a mixture of toth ig=-
neous and sedimentary detris and the flow limits are clearly
recognizatle and defined.

The type of perlite variles from "onion skin" to an in-
timate mixture of glossy granular tlack perlite and reddish da-
cite. There are numerous inclusions of daclite and obsidian
within the flow which may cause otjectionable amounts of contan-
ination in mining.

1t 1s not possitle to estimate the exact tonnage of
the deposit but 1t is safe to say, conservatively, thet there are
in excess of one million %tons. Minimum thickness of the flow is
observed to be 15 feet and it is not exposed sufficiently to ct-
taln <the meximum thickness which micht exceed 200 feet in the
thickegt place.




12.

The property has not been developed except for discovery
and assessment work. A small sghaft (See Plate XIX? has teen sunk
to a depth of 15 feet at the western extremity of the deposit and
shows very good quality perlite throughout its depth. In the im-
mediate vicinity of the shaft a small area has been stripped of a
very thin layer of overburden end shows a very good quality of
ggriite over a length of 150 feet and a width of approximately
eeto !

The deposit is atout 12 miles from Roach Station on the
maln line of the Union Pacific but it will be necessary to con-
struct a road over Stete Line Pass in order to move the material
from the mine to the rails, Most of the 12 miles distance is in
loose, unconsolidated material wherein road construction ané main-
tenance would not be particularly expensive. It would not te
feasitle to attempt to haul the material to the raills via Good-
.8prings because of steep grades and the distance involved. The
deposit 1s well located with respect to west coast markets.

Mining operations could follow a quarry system although
numerous inclusions of waste (dacitic material) might cause some
difficulty in Jarge scale operations.

The company has spent consideratle time and money to-
wards the development of an expansgion plant and has now patented
a furnace which seems to te highly efficient not only for perlite
from this particular deposit but from other sources as well. An
expanding plant is in operation at 6483 Stanford Avenue in Los
Angeles and production of plester aggregate is at the rate of
from 1,000 to 1,500 bags per day. The trand name is "Perlight'.

Nu-Lite Insulated Homes, Inc.., Perlite Deposit - Searchlicht, Nev.

This perlite deposit is an enormous occurrence lying
partly in Nevada and partly in California. . It is owned by Nu-
Lite Insulated Homes, Inc., Box 216, Fontana, California. Spec-
ifically 1t is 12 miles by poor to falr road west of the town
of Searchlight, Nevada, and 21 miles by very poor mountein road
east of Ivanpah, California, a section station on the mein line
of the Union Pacific.

The property consists of 14 placer claims (280 acres)
loceted in an unorgenized mining district in Clark County, Nev-
eda, and San Bernardino County, California. NMessrs. A, C. Emery
and J. R. Henry of Searchlight were the original locators of
the deposlt but the property has since been purchased by the
present owners. , '

The deposit is exposed in an area two miles long ty
one mile wide and, in most exposures, the average thickness will
be aporoximately 50 feet. Both "onion skin" end "sugar loaf"
grades of perlite are exposed and development to date has indlca-
ted a good pgrade of each. It 1s flat-lying and very easily ac-
cessitle for mining. Annual assessment and discovery work has
teen done in such a manner as to expose the deposit to a good
advantage.




LR PELS
B L e, w 2T
TIAE N ae gr L e

.- R
. . .

s 3
‘_'“'.ﬂ.‘n- [ e

U. 8. PERLITE MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Clark County, Nevada

SHOWING OCCURRENCE OF PERLITE FLOW
OVERLYING LIMESTONE AND DOLOMITIC
LIMESTONE
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