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August 9, 1972

' Hps Roger Ashley,

Us Se A-G‘Ol@ﬂim Survey,
45 M ddlefield Road,
Menlo P‘rk‘

California 94025,

Dear Rogex:

It has now been pretty well firmed up that we leave for
Fallen Leaf Lake on Friday; therefors, the pleasure of seeing
you when you and your family pass through Remo, en route to
Goldfield, will have to be foregone.

You wers, I am sure, well aware of my aonomin and constern.
ation due to the gondition of my Sunnyvale daughter; she gontinues
to ignore the value of rest, but, thanks to that trip snd being
able to talk with her, we have been able to agree that we will take
the other two children to Fallen Leaf and then Reno, taking care of
them, untd, she gets her wellubeing baok, I will give us the please
ure, due grandparents, and it should be an help to her and her exe
cellent husband. The newly arrived baby, incidentally, is doing extremely
well, and will be, in time, & real addition to & fine family,

I have been stimulated by all the material you gave us; part
has been sent on to Harold, and remained will be shipped tomorrow,

We really want you to stop bye at any time, so keep it in mind,
The invitation still stands to show you what goes on six miles north
west of the Comatogk, in Gelger Canyon; however, I still, as yet have
not received the final blessing from that austere body, known as BIM;

@g)nrdn.

O

David LeC m‘*\
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August 16, 1972

Mr., Harold Biaggini
P. 0. Box 753
Paso Robles, California

Fe: Burkette-Minnis-Block; Goldfield Mining District;
Goldfield, Esmeralda, Nye Counties, Nevada.

Near Harold:
INTRODUCTION

On the basis of recent field and office studies for the Davis -
foldfield mined area, and rapid reconnaissance over the captioned
block on August 14 and 15, the following observations, thoughts, re-
actions and suggestions are presented,

‘Bear in mind that text is written without benefit of topographic
mavs, references, and an accumulation of detail, since the writer is
on vacation and unaccompanied by office files.

Nespite lack of details, however, we feel that the overall pic-
ture is sufficiently in mind to provide a lucid, rough analysis.

FOREWORD

Ae you, Alex and I have discussed, the District - all of us -
are aware and agree with Ransome (in Professional Paper #66; 1908)
that Goldfield ores, as viewed at that time, occur mainly in dacite
(intrusive into eariier andesite), both of which are later than the
latite flows on which they rest. All of us would also agree that
some ores have extended, in minor instances, into the andesite and
latite: furtheriore, we would accept Ransome's regional, circular
vattern of alunitic alteration, which appears to be a feature of the
lesser distributed ore minerals, *

Too; we have all gone along with Roger Ashley's 1972 maps and
comments, agreeing that his structural detail is a step foreward,

As part of this "foreword" I reiterate that the Burkette-Minnis-
Block to as far east as, and beyond, the Keane shaft (a trend of some
four or five miles), is a most logical continuation of the zone which
made Goldfield's rich ore bodies.

But, on the other hand, I am not ready to concur that it is
ldentical. With all of the effort in tunnels, shafts and surface
studies, there have been no high grade discoveries. 1In short, some

thing 1s lacking.

N



Mr. Harold Biaggini
August 16, 1972
Page 2

CONCLUSIONS

The writer concludes that:

1. The southeast to east trend from the Florence mine area
through Preble Mountain-to beyond the Keane shaft is a oontinuation
of Goldfield alteration, with its bands of ledge matter; but cannot
be convinced that ledge matter contains those pods and lenses o
later rich gold mineralization which characterize the main Goldfield
mining area.

2., Preble trend ledge matter should carry those lower grade
gold values which feature Goldfield mines,

3. The distribution of Goldfield ledge matter is caused by
structural control, the details of which have neither been resolved
nor understood,

L. With several miles of trend, widths of zones varying from
100 to perhaps 500 feet, and depths, perhaps of 500 to 1000 feaet,
very great tonnages of low grade mineralization (possibly "ore")
are indicated,

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

lTo the exploration-minded investor, two approaches are open,
namely:

1. Accept the Burkette-Minnis philosophy or contention that
their 450 plus claims offer another Goldfield, or several Goldfields,
and that a mining program must be geared to the search for undiag~
covered centers of high grade ores, or

2. Consider the possibility of a broad, regional dispersion of
low grade values {perhaps a $3 per ton average on $38 per ounce gold);
prove such a dispersion and then pray for enough high grade to "sweeten"
the mass to provide an overall head value of $8 to glo per ton.

The writer does not favor the first approach, but believes the
second to be worthwhile, ’

Initial steps are suggested as follows:

l. From Ashley's new geological map, complete a structural study;

2. Using the Rapid Brunton Compass, partially paced, partially
taped, and intersection-controlled method, locate on workable scale all

dumps and tunnels on both sides of the Preble Mountain trend and
topographic high.



¥r., Harold Biaggini
August 16, 1972
Page 13

3. Sample all dumps, convenient and pertinent outcrops; examine
and sample tunnels,

L. Spot sample, without detail, other adjoining areas if the
Preble trend study shows promise.

RECAPITULATION

Such a program:

1. Should provide an average value for ledge matter as well as
unmineralized rock within ledge matter; and provide a background
average which, with possible richer lenses, might encourage open pit
thinking.

2, Might locate centers of higher grade, possibly worth initial
exploration.

None of the above 18 urged unless a favorable understanding with
ownersé such as that explored with Mr. Burkette on August l4th, is
reached,

DLE:se
Fallen LeafLake
Fallen lLeaf, California

~
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EXPLANATION

Alluvium and colluvium

Op

Pediment gravels

UNCONFORMITY

Malpais Basalt e

Tts

Spearhead Member, Thirsty Canyon Tuff

UNCONFORMTTY (?)

Basalt of Blackcap Mountain

Th, basalt {lows and dikes
The, basalt-bearing conglomerates

UNCONFORMITY

Siebert Formation

Ts, tuffaceous sedimentary rocks
Tst, silicie vitric tuff. Included with
Ts in section

UNCONFORMITY

Tuff of Meda Pass

UNMCONFORMITY

Chispa Andesite

Rhyolite of Wildhorse Spring

UNCONFORMITY , HYDROTHERMAL ALTERATITON
AND ()H-; DEPOSITTION

J Te

Espina Breceia

UNCONFORMTTY

Tls

Landslide deposits

UNCONFORMITY

"Goldfield dacite"

Td, rhyodacite flows
Tdb, rhyodacitic vent breccia

Tas -

Sedimentary rocks composed of Tma clasts

UNCONFORMTTY

"Milltown Andesite"

Trt, silicic tuff and ash-flow tuff

Tmd, rhyodacite flow

Tma, trachyandesite, rhyodacite, and
quartz latite_flows and tuffs

UNCONFORMTTY

: N . ...r‘
"Sandstorm Rhyolite"

Tsfq, rhyolite flow b
Tsfp, rhyolite ash-flow tuff :
Tsfl;'siligic taff, lapilli*tuff, and

tuff breccia .

UNCONFORMITY

"Goldfield latite"

T1, quartz ]éiite f low
Tlt, compacted quartz latitic tuff.
Included with Tl in section

UNCONFORMITY

"Windicator Rhyolite"

undivided as Tv

Tvr, rhyolite flow
Tvt, silicic ash-flow tuff

In section, shown

UNCONFORMITY

"Alaskite"

Quartz monzonite, locally cut by mafic
dikes (Jd). Jd included with Jqm
in section

Palmetto Formation .

T st i 41 07

Contact

Long dashed where approximately located- short dashed where
inferred; dotted where concealed

\
Fault

Long dashed where abprnxtmately=located;'lhorb daéhed where
inferred, doitted where concealed.” Arrow in direction. of dip

y > e
. s - o, - ity

Strike and dip of stratification.
. structure

oo

U.S. Geological Survey drill holes

Padding and eutaxitie

Surface ﬁrojectinn shown for inclined drill hole

"_a*»

. Pieh

Major mines and prnspect.shafts, names as shown. Other:
features related to mining activity, as lahelled

NOTES

Existing formal and informal stratigraphic names are given
in quotes where these names no longer adequately describe
the units to which they wvere assigned by Ransome (1909). '
Hoble and others (1964, 1968) reassigned Ransome's
Spearhead Rhyolite as the Spearhead Member of the Thirsty
Canyon tuff. The Tuff of Meda Pass (Meda Rhyolite of £
Ransome) may correlate with Fraction Tuff (see Marvin and
others, 1970) so it is given an informal name pending.
further studies.
Contacts between Tl and Tlt (subdivisions of "Goldfield
latite") and between Tvr and Tvt (subdivisions of
"Windicator Rhyolite") are incomplete.
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