Inspection Trip — May 1931
A. M. Smith (NBM)
with Jay Carpenter (NBM)

On Hay 26 we drove to the Eclipse group of 4 claims, 18 miles
fue South from Coldfield by the Las Vegas highway and an easterly mine
oad, but distant only 13 miles by an old road via Ralston, an abandomed
station on the defunet rallroasd. The olaims are owned by Jos. Feuteh,
¥m. Beyer, Geo. F. Smith and Edwin Reimamm, all of Goldfield. The lo-
cations wers mads by Geo. F. Smith, but all partmers hold equally.
first work was done presumably for silioa by Dick Bros., Canadians
1iving in Goldfield at that time, Some years of idlemess elapsed, until
Smith relocated on July lst, 1830, since when they have lengthened the
tunnel and done some drifting. The total workings amount to about 150'.

There is not & definite vein structure on this property. The
tunnel ig driven into 2 enowy mase of pulverent silica and alunite,
containing skeletal bodies of chert which hold it together. The
paterial resulted from the slteration of igneous lavas by extensive

hot epring and gas action. In ¢ of the joints and Tiscures cimma-
bar was deposited, also sulphur. Cinnabar is distributed throughout
most of the white material in the tunnel and drifts, and excepting in

a few rich spote is only revealed by panning. Samples taken assayed

an average of 3 lbs. to the ton.




A simple water concentration, with 1little or no orushing,

aight serve to produce 2 high mercury concentrate which could be re-
torted. The harder ribes and masses of silica could be hand sorted

rejeoting those which contain very little cinmabar. Water might be
yd from the Ralston Station drilled well, which is still in good
condition, 1%’ miles distang, 8 Bﬂﬁ“ E, from the mine, This is an B8*

well drilled to 400' with water standing et 350' from surface. For a
larger operation, water might be piped by gravity sbout 5 miles across
e on the west slope of Stonewall Mountain,

ny years ago. About 1800', ¥ 33 E. from the mine is
a eshbin z2nd blackemith shop, and a 50' shaft seid to have shown pan-
gangue, all of which belongs to the

at & mile west of the Eelipse is the Edwin Ciles silica-
ation, Mr. Giles has a 60-foot
shaft on this property. There are lumpe of pure sulphur on the dump,
and some umisual ssmples of inter-mixzed sulpbur &
obtained.
There ia an area of st least 10 square miles in the Ouprite
Digtriet that has been subjected %o intense hydrothermal alteration.
1t sppears to be quite worthy of eareful study and prospecting for
mercury. Flages in tbise district were mined, and a considerable area
was prospected for silica e number of years 2go, and & quantity of
ry pure silica was shipped to the Pacific Coast. The slopes and
revines are dotted with snow-whi DI holes mads in
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