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SUMMARY OF ROCK FORMATIONS IN THE VIRGINIA CITY DISTRICT

Quaternary

Alluvium and
gypsite

American Flat
basalt and alluvium

Gravels, sand, silt, and alluvial fan ma=
terial. Some gypsite in alluvium.

Flow of olivine basalt 25 feet thick.
Underlain by alluvium.

Late
Pliocene

Early
Pliocene (?)

Unconformity

Knickerbocker
andesite

Pyroxene andesite. Thickness, 200 feet.

—— Unconformity

Kate Peak
andesites

Unconformity

Pyroxene andesites, glassy lavas, tuffs,
breccias, and agglomerates. 1,200 ft.

Miocene

Eocene

Intrusives

Alta
andesites

Hornblende and pyroxene andesites, tuffs,
and breccias, including water-laid
Sutro tuff member, about 300 feet
thick. Intrusions of various andesites
and the Davidson diorite, followed by
vein formation. Thickness - 3,600'+, -

\——Erosion interval

Hartford Hill
rhyolite -

Biotite rhyolite with some quartz latite.
Occasional underlying lenses of da-
cite. Thickness to 450 feet.

——Erosion interval

American Ravine
andesite

Light gray, felsitic, hornblende andes-
ite. Lies upon fanglomerate, monzon-
ite, or the metamorphic rocks.

Thickness, 500 feet.

Late
Jurassic

Unconformity

Quartz monzonite

Biotite~=hornblende quartz monzonite and
associated dikes. :

Intrusive contact

Triassic (?)

Meta-volcanics

Andesite and basalt lavas, tuffs, and
breccias. 1,000 + feet.

—— Unconformity

Sedimentary

rocks

Limestone, shale, and schists. Thickness
over 2,000 feet.

Table 1.

Generalized Stratigraphic Column, adapted after Gianella (1936)
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