NES OF THE COMSTOCK FROM

VIRGINIA CITY AND THE NORTH END MI
THE SIDE OF MT. DAVIDSON
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At the Christian era the metallic money
of the Roman Empire amounted to $1,800,-
000,000. By the end of the fifteenth century
it had shrunk to $200,000,000. (Dr. Adam
Smith informs us that in 1455 the price of
wheat in England was two pence per bushel).
Population dwindled, and commerce, arts,
wealth and freedom all disappeared. The
people were reduced by poverty and misery
to the most degraded conditions of serfdom
and slavery. The disintegration of society
was almost complete. History records no such
. disastrous transition as that from the Roman
empire to the dark ages. The discovery of
the New World by Columbus, restored the
volume of precious metals, brought with it
rising prices, enabled society to reunite its
shattered links, shake off the shackles of
feudalism, and to relight and uplift the almost
extinguished torch of civilization.

—Report U. S. Monetary Commission of 1878,




“Thus East and West bear witness of our
great inheritance of natural wealth. Every
period of geological change has been laid
under contribution to endow with rich legacies
some portion of our land. Our territory
“epitomizes the processes of all time and their
useful results to ‘man. D1v1ded yet in a

- stronger sense united, by mountain chains
and mlghty rivers, our diversified mineral
resources may figuratively represent, as I .
firmly believe they will literally help to
secure and maintain our characteristic national >
life; a vast community of communities, in- :
capable alike of dissolution and of centraliza:
tion; one by mutual needs and affections as
the Continent is one; many by multlform
" industries and forms of life, a
of the Continent are many.

—Prof Rosmter W Raymond
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