in

tus Baoin rally knom ao the Columbuo larch, io located

r?o.:ng:’;mm 4t mﬁoga:at of the old mining tom of Tonopch, ond is rgaohed

vory mmxywpammmrmmmcuu.wmyocmm:gp&n‘ﬁqﬁ &
county, from whioh it 48 diotant oomo T7 nilos, The Tonopeh and Go (s} i;. i
passes aling the Eastorn oide of tho Basin, a. doos tho main highmy {rom Reno

and pointe north, where at tho tom of Ooaldalo, on the R, Re noar the juboction
of thie highway with the highwey from Bichop, and tho hishway from this point
continues on to Tonopah, whore again it branchos, ono branch contiming on tho
routo to tho caot to Ely and Salt Lake, and tho other running south thru Goldﬂo?.d
to Las Vegas, uwhoro it noete highways to Boulder Dam, Oalif, points and points cutt,
Honoe tho trencportation facilitios arc of the bost,

»Wo

The ares 10 desort, having tub soamt rainfall, uostly in swmer Stunder chowers,
vith only ,-m“-'nmn. exoopt in the higher mounteins surrounding, Snovw
seldon yemaine on the ground bh a short tims, The climate 4o good, dry and invig-
orating, and work ie carried on gemerally thruout the yeare

GEOLOGY,

T will not go into tho geology furthor than %o state a

direct commercial value, and vhilo tho arca ic one of

calient points that have to do with the genools

valuos at greater depth and tho, tho source of

in tho deposit, This aleo will have a diroct boaring on tho charactor and

condition of tho material vhich conotitutoo the depooit and the boot mothod

of ooonomical handling, and rocovory of tho comaorcial waluos containod, in 4%,

Briofly¥ On mn old orosionmal ourfaco of amcicnt oodirombary rocks, which ocn-

otituted the surlaoce, and during a poriod of intonse woloonic action, tho entire

arcc wio covored with flown of woloanie lawas, or porphryos, of groat thicknooo

and enormous 1-toral =tont, Thio took ~laco at about tho bozinning of 4o Tore
tiary poriods Moliv7.ng thio porsod € wile niaz, whisch w3 oy of gread hoat, and

duo to tho meocooary roeadfuoioont of tho oartho orust won Cooling, 0 onkirc
orca wao maoh Lfauited in too Ciroctions, rorthoriy end sautherly, and ccotoriy
ond wootordy, dividing the dhelo croa into £aukt blocke, In turn thooo blod:s
ublorvent o gront doni of movemont, and woro tilted ot wvaricuo anglos, olov:tod
‘0l dopressed, and nost of tho baotno covor the aroc represontod by a doprooocd
blook, and which in nood eao0o w0 $11%0d to n ooneidorable dogroe, This 40 aloy
ohioh g the fact that praoticaily overy nmourtain ronge of the precent chowo as
a Coult scarp, This movenent wio contimued thiu a icng period, durine which a
grost deal of fraoturing, or@ching and grinding tock pince, noizine tho orosiocn
"hich follomodmoro repid aion: the upturned odppo of the varicus feult blociko,
Thio orooion 4o i ' dhoun %0 bo of anmormous prorortions, and wido extent,
Folloains thooe oventa, as L5 somorally the cage, thero folloved a iong porisd
oemmmuw,wmtmrmmmmm. and thore wap
mm@amwmmm‘mum.mmm. ail
of cmm wis noroury boartng, occur ing 6o Asprognotions of cdmanbar, Groat




zasees of this materisl are still

face at the present time, And the

which we eai. secondary, was undoubtedly
Mhhpmmtmﬂammt.
mmmwmmum&mmmn

activity describsd awove, §nco goncraily ave issuing from typical mwunds of the
caleacous natsicl, which are typical ecnes with water flowing up thruthe center,
but aimest bBoked off by the deposition and hardening of the material.

OOLUMBUS BASIN OR MARSH,

This besin is typical of many both in Oalifornia, and scattered thru the area
between the Sierra Nevada and Rocky mountain ranges, and generally called "Dry
Lekes" It is an eliptical basin, about Swice as long as wide, and containing some
110 square amiles, It is surrounded by low mountainranges, has no outlet, consed
quently is a "sink" and represents the end point, or final depesition of all the
sands, mud and gravels, coming from the eorosion of seme 3000 equ re miles vhich
io area, and £ind their lash resting place
e _ meking up the deposit is a defimitely stratified ol
luvial deposit, and ‘it is soasomsl, and the erea 18 one of scant rainfall, each
strata is comparatively thin, gemnerally not more than a few inches in thekness,
this, as well as the character of the material which make up the strata, vary
considerably, because the country is subject to oloudtursis,
ocour, the action is mach more violent, and hence a strata laid dowmn, i both
heavior and ccmpead of much coarser materiel, although the fino muds end eunde
meko up the gretest part of tho depsit, mwmnmwmwm.m
there are rarely =ny of considerablo size, This beein .o o deprasesd feult
block, which wus also tilted to the north end oash, end holwe the northesst portion
wes, end is the lowest portion and by vousen of this tho material eoming to
 rest in the lowost part, 1¢ mede up of vory finely ground material end very
“iergely very fino mud, This part, comprising ebout one third of the whole, is
crusted with ealinss, borax, salt mnd others, gemerally ebout 6 %o 14 inohos in
thicknoss, The wator tableis shallow end oor this portion genorally only one or t
two foet '{.hiek, The whole bacin 18 somowhat liko e saucer, 8o that as you go in
any dirpctiop fron ﬂwpowst point there is 2 gradual rioe, and in consequence
the distanceto water incroases in depth until toward ths base of hho surrounding
nills it is from 80 tp 100 foet deep, The writer has spend the past four months
in sampling end making determinations of the value of this deposit, with the re-
cult that he has proved to his own satisfaction, that it is one of the most renard
kable and valuable mineral deposits yot uncovered in the entire hisicry of mining
development in this sountry, or of itho world. 1% i9 remaricbio first, in its
great uniformity. In the sampling of many eguare miles, there are no blanks, and
+he valuse are not only commercial, but exseption:lly high for placer ground.
-Thiy are made up of gold, silver, meroury and many otljer valuable minerals, the
meT<ues predominating, It is most romarkablo by reason of the fact that it is of
suth a’eh 4rmacter that it lends 1tsolf so readily to the cheapest methods of
hund lhaigiltn owas 50 mining, nemely the hydraulis, All the conditions ere idsel.
Hek® 1S 4 & atuecal "ailings” dump of enormous extent, a case where Mothor Rature
has m~ecal.3rdmilled, and conocentrated, hundrods of millions of tems of mineral
LErRing, RoCks 0P ag¥e pRoporly Spéacing, 1o¥ grago. gxg sedy 40 the hend of

MAA <




- All of the work that I have done has been done from the prattical view point, and

- based on my 40 yoars of prastical experience, during which time I' have covered
e wide range of territory, both in examinations, and in development work, I am
familiar with, and have examined hundreds of placer deposits, from Oanada to the
southorn end of lMexice, and I have never seen anything to compare with the deposit
of Oolumbus basin, either in average values, volume, and ideal working conditions.
The values are romarkable in their uniformity, and careful sampling shows them
to be several times greater than any deposit of any where near the same magni tude o
I have drilled a zreat many holes to a depth of 20 feet and more, have never
roachad bedrock, and have never had a "blank," That the deposit is much deeper than
~ any of the holes, is amply proven, Several wells scattered ovoer the area, have
been drilled, by the government and others, and only in one instance was bedrock
roached, Unfortunately these drillings were never sampled, the govt. work being
for potash deterninations, and the decpest well of all by private capital was
drilled to a depth of | mile, looking for oil, This well got bedrock at a depph of
300f4t, In all the holes I have drilled, the values inoreased materially with depth,
and were better at the botteom, Hemee I think it both logical, and reasonsble, to exps
* Shat values extend deepsr, and will be richer then those shom in the shallower

holes sampl samplod, Sinee the deposit 1s younger at the top, being late qu
- &nd inoreases in age with depih, and as all the sonditions which 'are re

for the deposition of the mineral vees were mich more intence in

to bo expected that values will inerease with dopth,

As before statod this deposit represents material that has come

Sovering more than 3000 square miles, All of the material from the castern slope
‘of the White Mountain range, all of that from the western slope of the 8{lver Peak
range, both of which are highly mineralised, in gold, silver end mercury, found
their wey into the Columbus basin, and since it is a sink, all that ever came in
is still present. There a mmber of good gold, silver and quicksilver mines, in
this drainage arca, some of which are now inoperation, and the entire drainage area i
is highly mineralized, and the grinding of the material and its travel, meeting
nmumerous reducing agonts in this travel, also concentrated the reduced minerals

to the condition in which we find them in this basin,

To sum ups Horc wo have an enormous tomnage of matorial, vhich has been mined and
milled by old Mother Naturo, on a stupsndous scale, and doposited in a huge "tailinge
pond” in the Columbus basin, with nons of the values removed, and ready to the hand
of man, with abundance of water for working it cheaply, and all the other condition=
necessary for the oconomioal recovery of theso great values, {deal,

" My sampling, by drilling, to a depth of 20f%. and more » shows en average recovorablo
value of from 85, to $15, in gold, silver end mercury, and there are a mumber of
other valuable minerale shom by analysir that should add to thecse values J/If you
figure a single square mile, to a depth of only 20 £, And I know it is de ry both
the tomnage, and its value in dollars, will stagger even your imagination, ¥Wo havo

Pig in a poke”, Wo only ask for a proper examinati: dng
; — ; s “ /. -' : i ¢ 15 ‘:{"f‘" . A ¥ _.\ : A _‘ <l

Wi




Los Angeles,
October 26, 1939

Subway Terminal Building,
Los Angeles, Calif,

My dear I, Arnold:

7ith reference to our conversation.this morning
and pursuant to your request for a brief statement of the
proposition in the Columbus Basin near Coaldale, Nevada,
T will undertake to give you briefly the facts that I
have found. :

As you know, I have been engaged for the pest
three years in determining the values of a placer deposit
in that Basin, The property consists of 11 claims of 160

. acres each, The ground is practically level, lying in

 the central portion of the Columbus Basin on the ma in high-
way from Bishop, Callf, to Tonopah end Ely, Nevada, and
on to Salt Lake City. It is very favorably located as to
ease of access and transportation facilities, being aerved
by two main paved highways, one from Reno to Tonopah and
‘the other from Bishop to Tonopah, and the Tonopah-Goldfield
Railroed passes through the eastern portion of the Basin,
where there is a railroad station.

The ground is mede up of a stratified alluvial
deposit which represents the end point of deposition of
ell the material eroded. from a hydrographic basin or drainage
aree comprising some %000 square miles, This entire area
is highly mineralized in gold, silver and mercury, and
the deposition in the Columbus Basin represents the material
eroded fram this entire area, which, in 1its travel from a
point of origin, has been ground, mixed and concentrated
before its final deposition in this Basin.

This Basin is a sink surrounded by a rim of hills
on all sides, and the floor of this Basin is some 500 feet
below Gtlie two gaps through which any of this material could
escepe. In other words, all of the ma terial ever camried
into this sink by erosion and deposition remains.

As you know, I have been working on this proposi-
tion for some three years, and have spent a great deal of
money in sampling and testing both the value and the best
node of recovery, with the result that has led me to build
e milling plant on this ground, Prior to this I did a
great deal of metallurgical work in conjunction with some
very competent engineers and metallurgists with whom you are
well acquainted, the results of which, running over many
samples, was very flattering both as to gold and mercury
values, ‘

-
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‘I have planned and built this plant, whioh has a
capacity of from 25 to 50 tons for 24 hours. The plant is
. complete and has been operating long enough to know that
as to mechanical construction it is 0, K, I have financed
this to this point on my own, but lack sufficient money,
about $750,00 to put the finishing touches on and house in‘
the plant for winter operation, The weather conditions in
this particular region are not bad through the winter ordi-
narily, but it is impossible to operate a plant without
shelter.

v Now as to the value of the deposit and its extent
I simply want to say this, that I have sampled it to a depth
of 30 feet, and found it remarkably uniform in value, and
the values which I am here setting forth are the minimum,
having eliminated all of the higher grades, some of which
were astonishingly high, Conservatively, I think I am more
then warranted in making the statement that this entire
‘deposit, taken to only 30 feet 1in depth, is of enormous
tonnage. That the tonnage 1s much deeper there is ample
evidence, but how deep it may go, I cannot say; ~but this
is true, in all of my work from the surface down to 30 feet
there was a materiel increase in the value both in merocury
"‘and gold, I feel perfectly willing to make the statement,
and consider it ultra conservative, that this entire material,
running into many millions of tons, will average from 10 to
16 pounds per ton in mercury and $10,00 to $15.00 per ton
in gold,

In all my meny years of experience in most of the
mining sections in the western half of the United States,
I have no knowledge of any deposit at all comparable in
tonnage to this one that will give any such values.

Tn order to get the needed money to complete and
put this plant into operation I am willing to make a very
liberal proposition.

To the people who will furnish the necessary money,
not to exceed $1000, I will make the following proposition:
All of the money will be returned out of the first production
from this plant and before any dividends of any kind are paild
to anvone else, and ag a bonus for the use of this money I
will assign an overriding royalty of 4% of the net production,

Yours very truly,




