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Date Application Recelved Cotober 9, 1942

Date of Field Zxamination Fo Field uxamiﬂatimn
Date of Rerort January 26, 1943

NAME AXD ADDRESS OF APPLICANT

Chalk Mountain Silver-Lead Mines Co,, a Nevada Corporation,
Pershing Hotel Building, Lovelock, Nevada

Ccrreswondent

Es ¥, Dawes
9120 7th Avenue, Inglewood, Callifornia

CHARACTER OF PROJECT ‘AND ESTIMATED COST THERECE

Reopening and retimbering caved drifts and raises in Applicant's
silver-l@;ﬂ mine to permit sampling ore bodies claimed to exist
beyond caved areas, DLstimated cost $4,000,00 to $5,000,00,

LOCATION OF PROPERTY

The mine is located in the Chalk Mountain Mining District, near the
southern end of what 13 locally “novn ap Dixie Valley, soma 45 miles
easterly from Pallon, Nevada, the County Seat of Churchill County,
Nevada, and the terminus of a branch line of the 3outhern Pacific
Railroad, This branch line 1s of standard gauge, and extends from
Hagen, on the main line, to Fallon, a distance of 15 miles. The
property is sone eight “iles north of the camp of Fairview, and 12
miles south of Yondey, Doth ralrview and Wontder-were important
producers of ailver-ﬂolﬁ ores during the period from 1006 to about
lqlﬁ. Pairview 14 ereditedwith a produstion of around 34,000,000,00,
and Wonder about $7,500,000,00, However, the ore derﬁsits of Lheae
camps have no rmixtian to those of Chalk hountain, a8 they ocour in
tertiary rocks typical of the so-called bonanza~type deposits of
Nevada =« guch as Virginia City, Tonopah and Goldfield,

A paved highway (Route 50, Lincoln Highway) passes within about

4 miles of the mine, The Joa” from the highway to the mine is a

fair county road, passable at all times of the year, as the base is
gravel, The elev.tion at the mine is about 5,000 feet, No vegetation
or timber, Water available within 3 miles, WNo hydro-electrlc power
nearer than Fallon, Timber, explosives and all types of mining and
other supplies available in Fallon,

APPLICANT'S ITHTEREST IN CR OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY

Cwner,
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5,000,00
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$3,000,00 at this time, an additional $2,000,00 if results of
xbundﬁturp of $3,000, LO Justifies Turther worlk,

g

CCIEENTS - Geolopy

Chalk Mountain rigses from the floor of the valley to an average height
of 1,000 feet or more, The rock formation 1s limestone uplifted and
intruded by “ranwﬂ*orjtc. Both the limestone and granodiorite were
later intruded by dikes of dlorite, The diorite dikes are closely
related to the ore depos ition.

The Mountain has been a rrominent landmark for many years on aceount
of its helight and almost white color, in contrast to the typical




browns and dark grays of the desert, Wining claims were located,
relocated,and more or less prospecting carried on long before
the discovery of Tonopah, in the year 1900,

The limestones of Chalk NMountain are soluble, thick bedded and
typical of the formations 4in which most of the important silver-
lead mines of the West ocour,

I first visited the camp in 1986, to make an examination of the

Chalk-Mountain 8ilver-Lead Mine for the “alt Lake Divielon of the

United States Smelting Comrany. As I recall, the nrincipal ore

vodies occurred in a fault fissure in the limestone, This vein

hdd 4 perieal north-couth styi¥e, nd A gtesp O1p U0 the east,

Some ore ocourred in bedding planes in the limestone, but those

in the flssure secmed more importanty The produetion at that time

was around $100,000,00 from silver-lead ore shipped to the Smelter,

I made a faveorable report, but the offiecials of the Chalk-

¥ountain Company and the Smelting Company could not reach an agree-

ment as to price and terms, 3ince then &, M. Dawes has continued
to direet operations Tor the Kining Company.

History since 1986

The mine has produced, to date, approximately $850,000400 in high-
grade silver-lead ore, aAbout 1928 or 1929 lr, Dawes erccted a
treatment plant at the mine to recover not only the silver-lead
values, but vapadium also, The vansdium idea was sold him by a
elvil engineer in Pallon, who proposed to rascover vapnadium from
lead vanadates which do occur, in esspclation with other lead ores,
in the mine, As more attention was pald to the attempted recovery
of vanadlum than the silver-lead values, the plunt was a fallure,
94nce then the mill has been reroved, very little work has been
done on Copnany account, and most of the wori has been done by
Tenrens, ‘ ‘ T ————— :

I do not blame Dawesd for the mill - he simply was a vietim of 1ll
advised professional guidance,

Be M. DAWES « Mp, Dawes is about 56 years old, is active, vigorous,
and apparently in good health, He formerly resided 1n Hinn@apoliﬁ,
Minnesota, but has lived 1in and around Nevada for some twenty-two
years, during which time he has had guite a varied, if not always
successful, mining experience, His character and reputation for
honesty an& fair dealing are good, I have known of his mining
vertures, und have known him for a long time, Belleviog that he
might not be the proper person to undertake a job of opening ocaved
areas, involving spiling and other work requiring a high ‘degree

of practiced mininr skill, Y wrote him last November, asking what
his plens were resarding the direction and supervision of the work
to be done., He replied, "The work at the mine would be in charge
of myself, or someone chosen by the R.F.(, 1f they preferred”, 1
would therefore sugzest, if a loan 48 granted, that My, Dawes and

I acree upon a man, experienced in reopening caved workings, to

be in @irect charge-of the Job, providing such a procedure meets
with the approval of the Chief of tbthe Mlning- Seetion.

It pay seem that this report has been long delayed, bdbut lir, Dawes
has not been at the address given in the loan appllication. In
addition I have had difficulty in contacting an engineer more or:
legs familiar with conditions in the mine at the time operations,
on Comnany account, were suspended.

In a recent letter to me, this engineer states,

"T have not been underground at the Chalk Mountain Silver
Lead property, since the company stonped work several years
ap0, Since then'three or four sets of leapers have at
different times operated through the main shaft and workings
all above the 4th level 1 believe,

The shaft ig B15 feet, the sixth level is at 500 feet, I




talked with one of the last leasers who worked through
the shaft on the third level and above, He was giving
up his lease he stated, because he was unable to find
additional core of shipping grade,

On one of my last visits to the property I examined the
drift on the fourth level and found that there had been
a cave in near the ore body. UMiners working at the
property at the time told me that a considerable amount
of ore of shipping grade had broken down with the rock
fall, but that it had been found impossible to salvage
any of it becauge it was 80 badly mixed with waste,

The same thing ocecurred above the 1lnelined winze between
the 5th and 6th levels, Ip this case however an attempt
wag made to open and retimber the winze, but due to the
fact that no effort was made to properly back fill the
caved area over the timbering a second fall of roeck
occurred destroying not only the reopened and retimbered
part of the winze but julte a stretch of the adjoining
drift as welly In my opinion doth of these cave ins
were due to tod® many exploration raises driven into the
fractured zones surrounding the eore chute or pipe."

"I know that ore was in evidence in the roof of the drift

on the 4th level where the cave 1n ogeurred, it was a

gand curbonate and used to sift down into the drift through
the eracks of the roof 'boardss I tried many times to get
Mr, Dawes to open it up but the method of getting at 1t
without interfering with the use of the drift always seemed
beyond himes iAs I remember 1t his intention was to pull it
after he had finished using the drift to bring out the ore
from the winze between the 4th and 5th levels, In the mean
time he had two or three ralges run up at an angle r'rom the
drift all of them sway from the ore, But as I stated before
close enmough to cause a cave in, Whether all the ore came
down with the cave or not is a juestion and it is pomsible
that opening this drift miszht show ore but it would be
expensive,”

After due consideration of the history and production record of the
mine, the probability of exposing lead-silver ore bodlies of shipping
grade, (after certaln caved areas are opened); the belief that, by
selective mining, some of the ore bodies now said to be milling ore
may be productive of shipping ore, and that a development loan may
be warranted after the vreliminary work has been done, 1 recommend
that the loan be granted as outlined in "LOAN RIECOIMMENDED", That
ist A loan of $3,000,00 at this time, and an additional loan of
$2,000,00 if same seems justified after the expenditure of the
$3,000,00,

Jay A, Carpenter, Director of the Nevada State Bureau of Mines, and
I have discussed this loan on several occasions, and the above recom=
mendation is concurred in by ke, Carpenter,

despectfully submitted,

Le . GORDON

Supervising Engineer




