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Chromite, Candelaria, Nevada. /¢é43/1/( 'Zz_

These chromite claims can be best approached by followingethe road
leading to the west from U. Se 95 at a point approximately 10 miles
north from Coaldale ( betweem 1/4 to 1/2 mile south of the Mineral-
Esmeralds county boundary). This road is on the south side of

7 summite The first sign erected by
Frank lelson Will be founma om the westerly road 4rmilés from U. S.

95 at & foad branching to the left or southerly. From this point on
the road is amply maked so that one can drive with-in 75 feet of thec
largest chromite exposures

Nelson's cabin is about 3/4 mile up a small canyon from the second
sign "Baroid".

; Brewrt
Vre Nelson and Mr. Haii, partners, are presently engaged in developing
a local barite depositeé which they have sedd under lease and option
to the Baroid Co. of Los Angédese. It is understood that they have =
exposed bayrite 30" to 72" wide and the Bpecific gravity is about
4,5« The Parite is pretty good but it is apparent that the Sp. Gre
given is only for picked samples rather thah the mine run. Minimg is
expected commence some time in the near future. It is lir. H B
understanding that the barite will be used as drilling mude X

Refkerence to the barite has been made for the reason that an
occur#nce of that mineral is found about 75 feetésouth (foot-wa;l

gidp of the serpentine belt. The prineiple occurgnce of the barite
now under development is about 4500 feet south of the serpentine balt,
Thegermineral deposites ar east=
west ridge. FhEXBEELXEXUAD R EwEXEEks ok xakigierxakxx The
barite being develope 250 ) above
the serpentine belt and, probably in the lavgd capping found on te-
many of the ridges. A large number of the existing ridges are covered

with a lavel capping which creates the impression %k&t of & plateaus.

The principal chromite "showing" is found on the Ce & lle #1 claim
described as being 1500 feet (easterly) by 600 feet (north)e This claim
is joined on the west by C. & M. #2+ Photograph #1 was taken from

the discovery monument looking Ne 798, toward a discovery pit or cut
sunk in talc(4 - 5 feet wide) between walls of serpentines This gut
is near the channel of a small ravine. The grade of the talc is'as
good as required ( reported by felson)e. A second tale occurfnce has
near the naérth side line of the C & M #1 has been explored to a depth
of 12 feete These occurances, in the order noted, are presenily con-
sidered to be in the footwall and hangingwall sections of the
serpentine belts There is an indication that the serpentine belt dips
to the north at about 40°. This is seem in the serpentine shown in
Photo. #1, the chromite lenses fifty feet east of the west endline

of the C. & M. #1 claim and numerous other workings on the east end




end of the claim,

It was not possible to determine the extent of the serpentine belt
in the limited time availables. On the C+ & Me #locheim, it appears
that the serpentine belt variessfrom 200 to 400 feet in width
(possibly more in places) &nd, strikes S 82°E o The approximate stiike
was bbserved at the principle chromite lenses.sness i
West from that point, the serpéntine belt appears 1o strike a few
degrees south of weste This change of course is probably due to
fault displacement{fault along course of ravine photograph #1)e The
fault is suggested by the locally prominent breccia cropping on the
east side of the ravinee For the present time, it is assumed that
the serpéntine belt may extend at least 1000 to 1500 feet west=erly
from this ravines ( Ce. & Me #2 Claim)e In the easterly direction,
the serpentine belt extends the full length of the C. & Il #1 and
probably the full lenght of a third claim., Tor the present time, the
length of the belt is in excess of 3000 feete The full extent of the
belt may be obscured by the lava cappings On the C. & M. claims, the
volcanics have been erroded awaye

The footwall and hanging8wall of the serpentine belt .appears to be

shalee Itiis the opinion of the writter that the serpentine has

been derived fron the alteratimm of a ferro-magnesium intrusive

(dike). Theocolarsdfnthe serpentine varies from reddish-brown to

#xgg dark green.xixxxkXxx incontrast to the light grey coler of the
wall rockse It is the general impresgion that the darker serpentine
prevails in the central part of the belte In the writters limited
opinion, this serpentine is similar to that found in California

and believed to be derived from ultra~basic intrusives. In one shallow
gshaftynear the east end of the C. & Il #1 claim and the footwall of

the serpentine belt, anhalhired sedimentary stratum has been exposed

to a depth of 10 Or 12 feet. This stratum is about 36" wide and contains
a few narrow irregular seams of a waxy yellow to light green serpentine
considered to possibly have been derived from magnesium rich sedimentrdes
The seams vary from 1/2" to 1" in width.

As previously noted, two small lenses of chromite eropsod thecsurface
and have been further exposed by Nelson and HxXX Brown.(west end of
the C. & M. #1 claim)e+ The upper, and what looks like the higher
grade, chromite lens is about 6' long by 6' feet omn the northely dip
by 10""thicke Exploration work has fairly well éndicated that the lens
does not extend to depthe The second lens, ZEEXXEREXX separated from
thésfirgt by serpentine, appears to havengreater démensions along the
strike of the serpentine bely and to extend to grealer depths on the
dipe The footwall of the lens has not been exposed,therefore the

width of the possible ore is not knowne It is the impression that
both lenses are small for the reason that chromite is limited to an
area of about four hundred square feety,(20' by 20').

Chromite is reported to have been found at other places 8long the
strike of the serpentine belt both east and west from the above noted

croppingse A few small piles of chromite, piles consisting of




6 or more small pieces, were found a widely separated pointse At such
points no additional chromite was seene No disseminated chromite was
observed in the vicinity of these piles or the croppings re€feered to
in the preceeding paragraphe In the absence of more positive evidence
of chromite mEkxmXumxxxmiwkw ihexexpites in the serpentine, these small
piles suggest possible saltinge This idea is discount”in favor of the
possibility that the chromite has been taken from small separated
segregations exposed by erosion,am# early prospectors and the present
prospectors. The recent prospectors(Nelson & Brown) have gone OVer
the serpentine cropping Fairdomaxmfaxiy with a fair degree of care
during the past year and a halfs

L |

Since chromite has been found in-place oh and near the west end of

the C. & 1. #1 claim, observed in small piles at other points on the

same claim and, reported to have been found on the adjoing claims

on the strike of the serpentine, it is the opinion that IhexmxEzsnikIy
BEE ERE XXE ixnsEsxafxaRramikexmayxke chromite lenses

be expected along ne exposuree

E X N R IR EENEN EI AR EX i BExXER
BEXMRKAENAXELZE may
As the lenses which have been found and presently crop on the surface
are small, it is suggested that the serpentine belt be explored with

a magnetdmeter or possibly a Fisher li-Scopee This would be an ideal
place to try the latter instraments It is quite desirgable to try

to outline deeper and possible larger lenses and this can only be
economically done with the aid of geophysical instrumentise £

At about the middle of the claim,adjoining the C. & M. #1 claim on

the east, a four foot seam of highly altered material( probably v
serpentine}) contains considerable green mineral taken to be garnierite.
A small sample of the materizl has been brought in for a positive

nick determination. It is the opinion of the wri;ﬁer that nickfg/
oceurks at other mifidhg properties in the Candeliars districts It was
reported that an oldex assayer formerly emplgyed in the distridt

stated nickle had been found in the princip‘g‘mines.

It is considered advisable to proceed with a detailed study of the
Candeliara chromite deposit#s and the remainder of the district.
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