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¥rg, Esther Ruth Smith,
P.O.M 655.
Yeming, New Mexicon,

Dear lMrs, Smiths

Your detter of Sgptember 16 and enclosed literaturs followed me to
Wichita, and I write to thank you for yow theoughtfullness. The matene
ial is a fine cbntribution to my files and w1l help in the futurep and
I urge that shen you clean out yowr £iles in California that you keep me
in mind, for I wuld very much like to have the material,

The Riddle paper i one that I have never hadj despite the fact that
I worked en Riddle during the Freeport tenwre,andwas interested in the
nickel silicates shem Climax had the claimg way back in 1839, From Riddle
it was my job to find more of the same, if possible;and I finally ended
~up soms forty miles to the south vhere I ran onto the Hight Dollaw Mine,
poseibility, on the south bank of the Illinels Rivers hidden in the foresst
sbout 1500 feet above resent drainage, no one had ever staked the late -
erite, and I spent the sumer of 192, locating some 21 claims, doing the
location work, and having the usual dreamse Freeport
themy then in 1952 when Hanna went into the Riddle pioture 8
meggg Boy!for Swsp the Missourian Symingben in the sase of Hepublica n
Hun I returned to tight Dollar ltn,, and restaked the entire block
for Clinax, and once again did location wrks Climax dropped them finally
without doing any work, and after that the usual promoters got into the
picture, butild reads, goved much dirt, and I suppose made some money
at the expense of othersy I reevisited the area two swmer's ago, saw
what they had uncovered and am plsased that we did not proccedy at the
surface it of fered po sibilities, but at deth it did not have the enriche
ment of Nickel Mountdn at Riddle, :

On Monday, next, I go to the hespital for some cataract surgery, will be
there a week, and then retwrn home to'sit quietly, tile mature takes
over and gives me back some oye sighte It will be arelief to see the
wrkd once again, clearly, and not through the fog that has been with me
since the spring of the year, Whether we proteed with the other qve after
that depends on results and shether there is a lot of wrk to be done,
Otherwise I will probably wait for awhile,

Tour problens with owr National Bureawracy is typieal and I sympathize
with yous Because of my interest in Majuba Tm, I have lost bureaucratic
friends and have had one frustrating experience after another. I don't
like them and thank providence that, except for ome e ght month period
of effort with the Board of Feonmomic Werfare, I have not had to go for
government work, I could not conform, I am sure, wuld be misarable,
Your attorneys Williams and GAlmore have all of the earmarks of emcelle
ent and you are f artunate to have their advice, Tru

do after the timber damege to

to go into a fight vith tw strikes s




OUR recent Newada efforts at Majuba Hill were about 50% cormests the :
300 feet of crosscutting did establish the true structural nature of the
deposi®ty, we proved that the most obvious structure was a reverse

fault with 4OO feet of vertical movement, and sbout 120 feet of

lateral displacement; bwé-ws and we traced the trend of the mineraliswd e
structure across the fault from the tin ares, in an arc<jike course to

an area of copper with minor tin bi-values; we alse found, that

tin values st pped at the fault on the hanging wall side, snd
mineralization was daninantly copper with only small amoun

shord, with LOO feet of movement, the matarial on the hanging wall si
repraesents the mineral picture at greater depth, a case appa

mineral vertical soning, vhich, can be explored at g cater

tunnel 500 feet below our recent warks but we Pinished owe

the group 1s not inclined to go further,

and
Sinece returning to Wichita, I have been vbrlcing on the future and llppl
to really pugh 1t after I get away from the doctor, Have foclers out on
the wesgt woast, to , '

(1) continue Nevada tin iuvestigationsy(2) to look fom
other domant possi bilitdles, especially in the fleld of low
grade eoppers, md to (3) keep prodding for gold and

gllver in Nevada, 1 _

and from the standpoint of California:

(4) to continue with resevaluations of the Mother lode

Countyr and the possibilities gtill left in Drif% placerss

(5) to put a lot of time into plaser gtudies on the Klamath draine
age and o (6) proceed with the ideas I have had on the
exploration and dévelopment of chromite districts, alded by
geophysical toolse e

What I have proposed is an eighteen month investigation p followed
by a similar e longer parioed of the more costly explorition phase, Se
far no peaction, but. I do belisve that 1t wuld pay off, B

Once again, thank you so much for the wmmMmmesmM
in the final patenting of your claims, ‘ ,

My mother remains in the best of shaps in Cilliformnia, and contimmes

to amaze son and friends with her vitality as she apagproaches her 93rd birthe
‘daye Tour visit to her of last Spring remais apprecuateds it was so

very good of yous




Oetober 20, 1961

Mrg, Esther Ruth Smith,
Box 855,
Bﬂdng,

‘New Mexi.co,

Degy Mrs, Smiths

I an happy that Mrs, Gemain gave you my name and am delighted
to have this opportunity to answer your letter of Ostober Sth.

I do remember your property on French Hill, but regret that,
ar as nickel is concerned, I can add little to its possibilitics,
reanember a cut, above your chrome workings, on the old road,
which some green diseoloration of the mineralization suggested
ckel 'blcom's the chances are that such, does exist, for the
asgociation of miner amounts of nickel with other mineralisation
in the Coast Ranges and northern Coast Ranges is not uncommon, I have
even found some nickel silicates in areas of einnabar mineralization,

The nickel possibilities of the Del Norte County area ere
limited to the so called 'laterite' deposits, thbcinesges of whee
red soil, such as one finds on Rattlesnake and Little Rattlesnake,
Pine Flat, and other mesas, ectending south out of the Bight Dbllar
Mountain area of Josephine County, Oregon, Red soils, even those
in your ares, whll carry nickel up ty perhaps, 0,25% nickel, but
such values are without commerclal possibilities and should be fore
gotten, Even the better shows in the Del Norte area do noj apparently,
excoed 0,5%. Your property, therefore, rémains a chrome producer
and I would not wrry about the nickel potential,

I have note been in Dening for some times A mumber of

oA

‘years ago I spent about ten days examinming the Florida mancanese

deposit and its neighborsj.as ling as Manganese was receiving some
support the properties were attractive, I understand that there

“was considerable disagreeament between interested parties, af ter I

saw the properties, which is too bad,

I there is any possibility of studying the details on :
your chrome ming, rest assured of my intereste I was impressed with the
material found on the dump, as well as the immense amount of sctivity
in years past, and an curious about what might be left, There is
backing in the Midewest for mining possibilities of this type, if
one can be convinced of remaining reserves and mstch them egainst

f‘theooatofmpcningumm.ning.




Butterfielr Trail Chapter
Baughters of the American Revolution
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Mrs. Esther Ruth Smith October 28, 1961

Box B55
Deming, New Mexico

Mr. David Ie Count Evans
3615 Oneida Street
Wichita 8, Kansas

Dear Mr, Evans,

Thank you for your interesting letter in regard to my mining claims
on French Hill, @ have always wondered sbout the nickel possibilities
there. I am enclosing a map of my claims in which you might be interested
as it tells the exploration that has been done, and of which you probably
only saw a part.

I would like very much to lease my place as my lease with Marwin
Wood, a young electrician of Crescent City, expired last fall. I was
greatly disappointed in Mr, Wood who had assurred me that if he found
chrome in any large amount he had unlimited backing to go ahead with it.
He and his partner did find quite a large deposit near the road-near the
tailings pile you mentioned in your letter- but instead of pushing the
chrome development until 1958, he became side-tracked in pursuing the gold.
As you probably know my claims are on a contact between the serpentine
belt carrying the chrome and an iron pyrite dyke carrying the gold.
Opinions vary as to the source of the rough placer gold found at the
spring below the house.

Mr. Smith and I with our two daughters went to French Hill to live
in April, 1961 and always enjoyed living there. For two years we had a
lease on the Terwiliger Placer mine where the Germeins now live, before
we took up the chrome claims, and purchased the adjoing Blue Gravel
claims from Mrs, McBride, For a hobby I collected all the historical
%ore I could find, and have quite a collection of the lost mine kales of
‘el Norte County. We had our place leased at various times, and when 1
came down here to accept a position as ass't librarian in July, 1966, I
was very hopeful that Mr., Wood would carry on the mining successfully.
Instead all mining equipment, tools, unfinished building and pumbing (Mr.
Smith had not finished the pumbing when he was killed in a highwey accident)
in fact everything that covld be removed vanished into thin air, along
with the promises of Mr. Wood and his partner to finish the plumbing and
put a new roof on the house, When I was in Gasquet last summer I made
arrangements to purchase cedar shingles from Mr. Germain and a friend
of theirs iras to put on the roof which should be finished by this time.
As my daughter said when we visited our place last summer~if it would
have done any good I would have cried. The neglect that occurred is
what usually happens when any place is vacant, but it did seem to us that
it was a bit worse #han usual.

b AR 4 7,,__,_ f;7a.:~_ i,é,-\_ W_,ij.../--
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Mrs, Esther Ruth Smith,
P.0,Box 855,
Deming, New Mexico,

Dear Mrs, Smiths

1 very badly that I have not answered your letter of October
ask for your understanding, Arriving in Porteau-Prince, Haiti
ber 28, I stayed in that country until mid November.and

been pretty much on the go or siek since my returm, lette

has been on my desk, tharefore, for tw momths and now #ith the
tart of a new year it is, at long last, to be answered,

The opportunity to have a look at you property map is appreciated,

- Unfortunately, after the trief, few hours of reconmaissance, my ime
pressions are not clear enough to be significant, All I came awmy
with was the impression that the French Flat area had, in its day,
produced good chromite, and that, locally, there had been good gold
placer, Detailed impressions and an opinion weuld have required sever-
al days of 'looking', Sinee, at the time, there appeared to be some
buginess in progress in eonnection with the leasing of the remaining
placers, I folt that then was not the time to be getting in the way,

I would Mke to assist in youwr plans but an not too sure what to
suggest or propose. One result of our July-August western Safari was
to arr & lease and option on properties at Majuba Hill, Bershing
cmfﬁ‘. and within a month or two we will be dimond

an interesting tin-copper-silver possibility. :

For these initial purposes of Nevada exploration Kansas City

ation Inc, has been ineorporated in the State of Nevada, It is a
limited group consisting of a few Kansas City and Wichita imvestors,
The seondary purpose will be the search for other properties in Neve
ada md Califernis while we are active in the lovelockeWinnemucea
District,

Can you add infarmation to your property msp

witer that the chromite possibilities are not

usual pockets or 'pods', costly to find and, assuring
chance of bresking even, if found? And, do you have any specifiec
figares on the amount of gold produced, from what area, and the
position and amount of similar placers which may remain?




You mention youwr hobby, the eollecting of all historieal lore
as well as "lost mine' tales, This is an approach in shich I
firmly believe and an convinced that if matched with
geological thinking and observations it could

vantage.

My approach to the Del Norte County area is no secret.
not been thinking in terms of gold being associated wi
weathering and dl sintegration of an iron pyrite dyke, b
dogmatically deny this possibility, For several years I have lea ne

ed towards the regional possibilities of auriferous placers being
related to old terraces which can be traced through the county.

These would represent the posi tion and efforts of streams of m earlier
period, before the elevation of the coastal block, and the subsequent
@ tranehment of streams to their present data and channels,

In short, detailed anslyses of topographic maps indicate the ¢ ontinmud ty
of these terraces and if gold placers exist at the Fremch Hill eleve-
ation why not consider and look for gravel possibilities at the

sane epproxinate elevation where 'flats' or remenents of flats' are
indicated in the same physiographic provinces

Perhaps the above thinking will provide you with some food for
thought when reviewing your list of lost producing possibilities,

It is now that time of the year when field wak is impractical,

But we w1l be on the Majuba program for about five monthas, once

Fer ' betain 1) tho Gagmaet ALoteieh. 1 ihe artiges Wih the TRAS
or a return e with the in

of mapping in detail this area of mutual interest, 2

To assure you, the writer is a Stanford graduate (this of course

may not sppeal to you) who has been a geologist for Anaconda Copper,
Chief geologist for Climax Molybdenym, Field Geologist for '
S‘i’iﬁg & and Mﬁ“&“&&% eo-pmymn?&n consyl

g 8 o the ‘ a - §
geologist on mining and il since 1951, 5 s

You had a very attractive home at French Flat in a beautiful area,
Your unhappiness of August is, therefore, understood, as are yowr
feelings over the outcome from the lease, given in good faith,
when you left for Daminge

With best regards and, again, with sppologies for being so slow
with this letter, I am, "




Butterfield Trail Whapter
Baughters of the American Revolution

REGENT
:;:;6:;”” Ruth Smith Januar’y 11, 1962

Deming, New Mexico

Mr. David Le Count Evans
Wichita 8, Kansas

Dear ““r., Ev and,

Thank you for your very interesting letter in regard to the geology
on French Hill, I am sure that you are correct about an earlier period
showing there before the elevation of the coastal ranges. I was hever
quite sure whether French Hill was in the Klamath mountains or the Siskiyowv
range. I believe that there are many signs apparent of that earlier period
However, I am no geologist but did do a great deal of reading along that
line when I was writing my Del Norte County History. One of the most
interesting books was cne by Thomas Condon entitled "The fwo Islands and
What came of them.," It was published by J. K. Gill Co., in Portland, Orego
in 1902. Dr, Condon was professor of Geology at the University of éregon

where he was always referred to as Oregon's grand old man of science. He -
spent his lifetime on the study of geology of the northwest. The two
islands to which he referred were called Siskiyou and Shoshone which he
claimed was the first land to emerge out of the ancient Pacific Oceans

A map was given of the areas which as I recall included No thern California
and Southern Oregon as Siskiyou Island, and that part” ashington, Oregon

and Idaho meet, as Shoshone Islands If you have nob read the book you
would enjoy it, for it would have more significance for yog. As it was
I was fascinated by it for it represented his lifetime of experiences in
collecting and comparing specimens from those two different areas and
proving his contentions etc.

In my estimation you could not have a better recommendation than a
degree from Stanford for I have friends living at Palo Alto and often
visit the University library whenever time permits. By any chaneeare
you old enoygh to have had the late Volney Finch for an instructor in
engineering at Stanford? His father was one of the pioneers &b Bel Norte
County-hence my knowledge of the family. I also knew of Dr. Trueblood
who used to be in charge of that beautiful chapel at Stanford. Did you
know him? He is one of my favorite authors. )

I do have a great amount of mining data about the old ¥rench Hill
Placers as in 19L0 we leased the property where the Germains are now
living. Mr. Smith and his associates worked the property for several
yearss, 1 have all the figures and papers stored at my daughters home in
Blue Lake, California where I always spend my vacation months. A4s 3
recallour investment was $5,000 with about $500 return in placer gold.
It was not a volume production by any means which the two engineers that

we had assured us was necessary for a profitable returne
I am sure that you are familiar with the civil war that has been

going on for years between the mining department and the forestry. A
recent letter fwpm the forestry department in San Francisco reports that
they will send an engineer to see me soon, but thus far no one has arrived,
I feel that the timber on my claime is legally mine- sometimes I think
they do also- but it remains to be seen just what they intend to do.

The sale from the timber would be more than ample to develop the chrome

which is what should be done, With my patent pending some decision should
5 ¥ s U L AR /
be reached soon. Sharl. S krt f ‘-«fr\w(j .




Butterfield Trail Chapter
Baughters of the American Renolution

REGENT
Mrs. Esther Ruth Smith

Box 455
Deming, New Mexico

January 1li, 1962
P. S.

In regard to the chrome on French Hill, Mr, Smith worked at the Tyson
Chrome Mine during its greatest development in World War II., During

that time over half a million dollars worth of chrome was sold-records
probably show mores We watched that mine dewvelop from ibssmall deposits
to the large body of ore which was a beautiful sight. Judging from those
developments as well as Carlson's Chrome Mine on Patrick's Creek and
Brown's Mine on High Divide in Del Norte County, those small deposits or
pods as you call them are usually found first along with the chrome float
before the larger body is located. In other words the float and small
deposits are the best indicators in the worldthat a large body of ore exists
nearby. As yet that main body of ore on my claims has not been found.

It is probably quite deep as were the other chrome mines I have mentioneds
However, so much testing has been done with tons of chrome float and the
smaller deposits found that it seems to me it should not be too difficult
for someone to locate the large body of ore. Of course this would not

be at all profitable unless the price of chrome became stabilized again.

When Mr. Smith was living,he and one of his friends became interested
in testing the swamp across from the house for its placer golde They
learned that placer gold was held in the grass roots and blue clay which
carried gravel and black sand. That varied in thickness, butusually by
digging down abovt a footone was into water, and could do your panning
right there, This water feeds the spring at the house where we panned out
quite g bit of rough placer gold which had evidently not traweled fare
These small rough pieces were entirely @ifferent from the gold that we
mined at the Helm Placer two miles amwmay. The black sands of French Hill
carry small particles of platinum but no large pieces of platinum have
ever been found although I have two tales of old.grospectors who said
they found two good-sized pieces of that metal on Yrench Hill,

Could you tell me if titanium is ever found in chrome areas? Vhen 1

came to Deming five years ago, I had an opportunity to visit the ore
display at the Ferry Building in San Francisco. I saw a piece of titamium
which looked to be identical with our chrome float-surely someone must
have made an error, but ever gince seeing that speciman I have wanted to

do some more checking along that line. Since coming here to be with my
daughter and her family, I have been so busy with my library and historical
work-not to mention my grandchildren-~ that I have not had time to let my
interest stray to geology which has always fascinatedme,

I trust that you are keeping a journal of your experiences in geology
and that when you retire will write a book about themes Your journeys to
other countries sounds most interesting, but it seems to me that some-
thing should be done to dewlop our mines at home, Why don't you lease
my property, help with the assessment work this summer, and assist me in
securing my patent which would assure us of an immediate income from the
timber. If your group would be interested, I would be most coo;;?ativeo

—F




Miss Baryl Jones,
3000 East 3rd Strest,
Denver, Colorado,

Dear Beryls

Your reference to the possible interest of Century and the applieation
of geophysical practices to minbng problems, has had me bothered for the
last three weeks, At the time, I thought of our recent attempts to find
anothar TrieState through gravity in the southeast corner of Kansas, a
succesful failure, if I ever saw onej nevertheless, it was a legitimate
try and I wuld try it againg concurrently with that thought I also thought
of the spectacular results from airborne magnetometer, the finding of the
new Missourl iron districts at Fea Ridge and Bowrbon and the disclosure
of a new lead belt, just as big or bigger than the old Bomne Terre diste
rict, at Viburmum, Bess and Bixby and other plages on the west gide of
the 5t, Franels Mountains, Missouri,

Sueh, T am mire is well known to you and the company so I

fuel to the fire, However, occasional eorrespondance with

northern California interested in chromite, ese the- is th

following thinking, Del Norte County, east of Crescent CiL

very spectacular occurrences of chromite, and mere should

prodding, But uncontrolled predding o drilling is expensive and

any possibility of taking advantage of the great spesific gravi

chromite, through elesely spaced gravity stations, to make such a vebture
attractive,

Chromlte has a specific gravity of ® l.60 and occurs as large lenses or
'pode' in ultra basie rocks, namely pyroxenties and peridotites with
specific gravity of about 3424, Such a contrast suggests grest possibilities,
I am thinking in terme of very closely spaced stations, followed by drilling,
with vater wllemipment, on anomaliess Only a few of the pods or lemmes '
reach the surfase, Those that don't are warth going after. There is one
rty on French Hi1l near Crescent City, close to some old, vary excolle

t production, that needs some sort of approach such as this, Is it a ¥
perfectly assinine approach or do you think it has a chnaee? Have others -
tried it%? As often as I get '"CGeophysies' I read it about as much as other
tecnical magaszines,

Believe me it was good seeing you and nice %o know that you have d eveloped
such & liking for Colorade, However, I prefer the deserts of Nevada,

Best regards,

DI’..




April 7, 1962

Mrs, Osther Ruth Smith,
Box 655,
Deming, New Mexieco,

Dearifirs, Swithi

Your interesting letter of January 11 has remained unanswered,
due to the faet that I have had very little to contributes never-
theless, please rest assured that I remain quite interested in
Chromite, placer gold, and other possibilities in southwestern
Oregon and Ner thwestern California,

The pursuit of chromite presents tw choices, either the true and
tried method of interpreting surface traces and secking degp ar
sources through pitting and drilling throughout a property or
trying cud, possibly, some new approachs

Whether geophysiecs has anything to offer or the chemisal analysis
of sodls is a question, but I hope inthe next fow wecks to dise
cuss these approaches and others with contacts in Denver and see
if thgy hold wp, I am particularly interested in the possibility
of uging the gravimeter with very closely gaced stations, Any
of the sbove must be taken as wishful thinking, but maybe there
is some way to pin point those areas on & property shere the
wrk can be best concentrated,

In the meantime, I should be out in Nevada within the next two weeks,

and if the work is started by that time, the LovelogkeWinnemucca

ares will see much of ge, into June, There will be occasional trips
into Californis, ep ecially to Palo Alto to see my Mother, now 92,

If you have in your files any reconnaissanse mip®, showing ehrome
obgervations on your claims, over the years, Inwuld be very much
interesteds If not, then someday shen in the area, I would like

to go over it again from the Tyson mine up to your property.How

have your attempts to patent the elaims worked out?

Res Thtanium, ores ocowr as rutile (titanium oxide)Ilmentte (Titaniferous
iron are) and Titanite (caleium titanium silieate)s incemmon with
chromite, both ocowr only in regions of very dark colared (basis)
igneous rooks, originally beinga part of the molten mass and Lorme
ing at the tall end of intrusion through segregationy however I
have never seen the tw together, and I can find no reference to
such an association in those standard references I have at hand,
However, on display and under glass, I ca picture the two looking
veyy much alike; as for any anticipation of having titanium, it
wuld be nothing to look forward toj it is my understanding that
Canada has tremendous reserves of titanium oresy metallurgical
treatment is gtill only in its infancye




I have said very little, which is very clear in rereading the above
paragraphs; I & intned to keep after my geophysiecal friends, and
it is planned to review the details of the entire west coast chrome
picture when I get to feme and can reread the many bulletins, now
out of print, but, I am sure, on file at the Mackay School of Mines,
As any ideas develop I W lle ertainly keep in touch with you,

The name Volney Finch 'rings a bell', but I took no engineering
before leaving Stanford i th the Class of 19273 he was probably
there at the time, I, too, have admired Ir, Elton Truebloods it
is good that I have, for my wife was Mary Catherine True loed,
apparently a distant cousin, and she was doing graduate work in
mineralogy at Stanford, about the time Dr, Trueblood was there,
I did know Ir, Gardner very wells such is not to my credit, I
an sure, since my father, too, was an Bpiscopalean rector, first
at Grace Church in San Franci sco at the time of the earthquake
and then at All Saints in Palo Alto,

I ¢ hope that we can keep in touch and perhapa, before the summer
is out, see some more of Ul Norte Countys I have great hopes for
our Nevada wrk and trust that it gets me out to the west again

permanently.

Yours very truly,

David LeCount Evans,




Box 65t :

PDeming, N. M.

April 18 1962
Mr, David le Count Evans

~ Consulting Geologist

P. 0, Box 3715

Wichita 8, Kansas

Dear Mr, Evans,

Thanks for your letter which set me straight about titanium, for
I 'had always wondered.about. the possibility of hawing some of it
on my French Hill property. :

The ‘Forestry had written me sometime ago that they would send an ;. -
‘engineer to see me, but thug far he has not arrived. Since my wvacation
is scheduled for May 29th to July 5th, I expedt to stop at their

office in San Francisco sometime during the first week in June,

I have cousins in Berkeley and friends at Palo Alto and San F_ancisco
with never enough time to see all of them as I am always in a hurry

to reach my younger daughter, Mrs, John Tomini at Blue Lake, Humbollt
County, Califormia., I usually take the @reyhound as there is no

train to that part of the country.

The Calli‘ornia Bureau of Mines would probably have some publications
on the chrome in Del Norte County, 'I hadseweral of them at one time
and always used to take their Mimng Journal. which' T gave: to" 'bhe young "
man to whom I leased my places

How fortunate you are to have a wife who'is related to Dr. Tr\wblood.
You must have some wonderful children.)  Will'you take your family
with you to Nevada? I surely do hope that all goes well there and
that you are ‘able to locate there pemanently if that is what you
degire. ;

In the meanwhile if you should happen to be going through Deming,

I would be interested in talking to you. If the library is not ‘
open, you can reach me. on the phone-5h6-32)li- My name is not listed:
in the phone book as I live with my daughter and her family, Mrs. .
Henry Iee King, We live several miles out-of town, I am a grand-
mother of seven-3 here and I in ‘Blue Lake~- who keep me young 'in o
spite of my 63 years.

If you are interested in my patent proceedings, I will report after
‘my vacation this summer when I should know a great deal more than
I1do now, 1f you sholid know of anyone who would like to lease ny.
place do let me know.

My best wishes for your mining vent'ure. »

Slncerely,







lprge Esther Ruth Smith,
Box 655'

Dening,
New Maxticoe

Dear Mrs, Smith:

I owe you an apidbogy for several reasons, first for not thanking you
for your call, with §rs, Baker, on my mother in Palo Alte, in early June,
and, too, for not having acknowledged your letter of late May,

I am very sorry that I was not in the west at the time of your vacation,
for I know of what congarn your property is to you, and how you wuld
like to diseuss it. I do believe that I would qualify as a good 'di

but right now I would only be a failure &s a producer, Chromite and your
area do interest me, but until I get an answer on this Majuba Hill
project, other opportunities cannot be f ollowed up.

Groups of imvestors are in a class by thamselves) success br'eeds success,
and if this present exploration is productive, other ideas would be

. Seriously consideredy if it fails,these peopls will probably stay with
thelr Kansas oll programs which they will consider something safer,
although with that I cannot agree.

It is my hope and intention to stay in the west if it is at all possiblej
there are other outlets and I hope that it will wrk outy but I an not
discounting this present work, seriously believe that it has beter than
@& 50=50 chance for euscess, and expect results. The fact that there has
never been any comuercial tin mined, excert for a few isolated tons,

in our country, and the fact that this is a program to develop a Bolivime
Wpoﬂ.ndapuft, speaks for itself and explains why some of my friends
think of this as Evans Folly,

I had hopes of getting into California frequently; our first week of active

exploration, after a tw week period of moving onto the prpeerty and clean-

ing up the mine, indicate that each day has its surprises and that daily

crosscutting and drifting will require constant supervisiony I will be

here, therefore, constantly, and make California a port of call, after

we know ehere we stand here, However, that is no hardship for I deeply
love Nevada a:d its desert mountains,

I do hope to keg in touch with you, and hope thatias matters develop
we can give, in time, some serious thought to chromites




Box 655
Deming, New Hexico

July 12, 1962

Mr, David LleCount Evans
P Oo Box )-11,
Imlay, Nevada

Dear Mr, Evans,

It was a great pleasure to meet your mother in Palo Alto. She is
certainly a womderful woman and simpley amazing for her age. As one
grandmother to another I was interestéd in hearing about your lovely
family, My friend, Evelyn Baker has always enjoyed your mother and will
call on her whenever she can do so.

I was delighted to hear that you are working for tin , and do hope
you hit a vast deposit. Someway I am sure that you willmaked it, for the
majority of our western mines hawe only been scratched. What you are doing
is far more worthwhile tham oil., Our western mines need youl To have the
knowledge that you have of geology and tobbe a minister's son who must have
taught yop the power of prayer, is t6 have a combination that can't be beatens
I am all for following that Imner Guidance which even surpasses knowledge.
In the peace and quietness of those mountains in Jejudeit will be given to
JOoue

I had a good vacation with my daughter and her family in Blwe Lake,
but had a shock when we visited French Hill for a logging operation was on
in full progress on four of my oldest mining claims. It seems that the
forestry had made a deal with a lumberman in Grants Pass, Oregon to purchase
a number of sections on FrenchHill with the weswli' *hat at-least 200,000 feet
of timber 8d already been removed béfore my arrival, When we returned to Blwe
ILeke, I phoned the forestry in Eureka who admitted that it was a mistake and
have now spepped operations on my claims as I had not signed a waiver to my
surface rights, Mr, Iewie Williams, a lawyer and old friend of Seattle,
Washington has been advising me about securing a vnatent. He asked me to
see Mr, Charles L, Gilmore, another lawyer of Sacramento, Californwhom Mr,
Williams felt knew far more about the patent business than hes I had an
appointment for June 6th and for three hours listened to case histories of °
everything the forestry does to prevent mining people from securing patents,
It would seem as if ouwr government wants to get rid of the mining industry in
this cowntry} Both of these lawyers are planning to attend the Mining
Conference to be held in San Franciseco September 2L-27th. If by any chance
Yy ou also plan to attend, do introduce yourself to Mr. Williams as he was
the lawyer for a group of Seattle men who had our place on French Hill leased
during World War II, He would enjoy talking to you since you too hawve seen
my claims on French Hill., I suppose that lawyers have to learn to think
negatively so that they can be prepared for whatever might arise, but Mr,
Gilmore cedrtainly has the world beaten there'., Of course his experiences in
dealing with the forestry and the Department of the Interbor have evidently
been so vast that he speaks with amthority. A recent letter from him advises
me that the forestry does what has been done to me 'with great abandon"., He
sgys that I'1ll have to have a great deal more to show than the fact that chrome
was mined on my property in 1957 to prove that I have a mine, Since there is
no market for chrome, he would like to know more about the gold possibilities
which is something I cannot tell himm,




One can always pan gold at the spring below the houwse which is small, but
rough placer gold, It apparently comes from the blwe eclay swamp across the
road where one mgy also get a few colors, This gold was quite different than
the placer gold which may be obtained from the Helm property on French Hill
which is heavier gold and quite smooth. You mentioned the possibility of an
old blue channel crossing the Hill which seems quite likely, as I have heard
that mentioned before, The geology of &hat area is often referred to as the
complex geology of the Klamath mountains, From the maps that I have seen 1
have never been able to determine whether French Hill was located in the
Klamath Moeuntains or in the Siskiyows. Perhaps there is an overlapping, but
when we first went to California we were in the Siskiyow National Forest and
the main office was at Grants Pass 9 on. This has been changed in recent
years to include French Hill and‘*f’ali@%ﬂa forests in the Six Rivers National

Forest with head guarters at Eure’\ca, Californiae

I have liked what youw have said about the geology of that area- also your
approach to geophysics which I beleive has a great deal to offer in the mining
field. Mr, Williams is interested in that field, and at the time his growp
had our claims leased used his own geophysical instrument in locating chrome.
The- ninety foot shaft looked very promising, but had to be abandoned when the
two men quarrelled who were working it for Mr, Williams. However, the deposit
sold by Marvin Woods was exactly where Mr, Williams had located one of the
chrome pods. As I recall there were supposed to be four bodies of chrome in
that immediate area where the chrome was mineds Anyway you would enjoy meeting
Mr, Willddms and I hope that yow can do soe If you don't mind I will send one
of your letters to him as an introductione.- just in case you do go to the
mining conference.

In the meanwhile I do hope that yow will uncover a vast tin deposit at
your mine ,

Sincerely,




Box 655
Doming, N. M.
September 15, 1962

Mr, David 'L‘e Count Evans
P. 0., Box L1
Imlay, Nevada

Rear mr, Evans,

I =m enclosing some pamphlets for gou that I do not want any more, I have
just finished cleaning out my file here, and when I do the same at my other
daughter?s in Blue Lake, I will send other maps and data for which you might

have some wse~if not simply destroy them,

Recent letters from Mr, Whlliams of Seattle and Mr, Gilmore of Sacramenty
California give me no encouragement in regard to securing a patent to my property
at this time . It seems that there must be"current production " at the time my
case would go to court, The fact:that I have receipts for the chrame that was
sold and mmerous witnesses who saw the chrame in place when it was uncovered
seems t0 make no difference, This is what Mr. Gilmore wrote- "If you should
attempt to swe the Forest Service for timber trespass, or the person or camparny
that bought from the Forest Service the timber from your claims, that outfit would
immediately institute a contest against you in the land Office and by the time
you could get to tridl with your timber fwrespass case the Department of the Interior
would have sét aside your claims as being non-mineral in character. It is as
simple as thats.. I have been through identical proceedings, so I know whereof
I speak." I beleive that I wrote you that the U. S, Forestry sold the timber on
my claims to a lwmber man from Grants Pass, Oregon who removed at least two hundred
thousand feet of lumber before I reached Fremch Hill last June. Vhen I returned to

Blue lake, I called the Supervisor of the Six Rivers National Forestry in Eureka,

and reported what was happening on French Hill-that I had not signed a waiver and
that my claims with one exception had been taken up long beffire 1955, I had to
return to Deming before hearing sbout six weeks later that at least the Eureka
supervisor had stopped logging operations on my property. That was something at least
I have no intentions of sueing either the Forestry Service or the poor lumberman

who probably was making very little money on the deal gnywsy, but when I can go

shead and gecure a patent, the forestry should certainly let me do so.

If you read the California Mining Journal you will have read abowt numerous
cases similar to mine. Mr, Williams sent me a case history of his to read and
Eor three hours *‘r. Gilmore rélated his experiences with the Forestry and the
epartment of the Interiore Just what is the U, S. Bureaum of Mines doing to
contrevert the Department of the Interior? Apparently nothings The mining in
this country certainly needs a helping hand!

I do hope that your mining is progressing as you wish it. My very best
wishes toward that end,

Sincerely,
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